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Conrad Langenberg 
Franklin Pottery 

1856 - 1893 
 

Conrad Langenberg's earthenware pottery, located in the village of Franklin, about twelve miles 
northwest of the City of Sheboygan, represented an almost purely European tradition transplanted from 
the Old World to the New. Franklin grew into the commercial trading center for a group of devoutly 
religious emigrants departed from the Principality of Lippe-Detmold, in west-central Germany. There the 
land is rich but mountainous, producing small grains, peas, fruit, flax and hemp, all crops requiring 
significant farm labor to process at harvest but otherwise providing its residents with a meager living. 
One nineteenth century traveler wrote: "There are large forests of oaks, and extensive tracts covered 
with trees."1 Quarries produced limestone and marble, and the region was known for salt production 

and deposits of red clay ''well adapted for ordinary 
earthen ware”.2 These people are believed to be 
descended from the ancient Cherusci, whose 
warrior chief Hermann trapped and destroyed 
general Varus' three invading Roman legions in 9 
A.D. 

During the early nineteenth century, during a time 
of great social unrest, the common farming and 
laboring population of Lippe-Detmold underwent 
a popular religious revival. These deeply devout 
worshipers held to traditional pietistic Calvinist 
beliefs and followed the Heidelberg Catechism in 
religious instruction. But their ruler, the Prince of 
Lippe, favored a more rationalistic form of worship 
and prohibited the revered Catechism and 

clandestine prayer meetings. "Congregations began to meet in secret, pastors were jailed and lands 
confiscated. The urge to emigrate became even stronger during the [social] unrest of 1847 which gripped 
the people and caused talk of threatening war and military service, foreboding the revolutionary storms 
of 1848.”3 

Accordingly, several congregations decided to emigrate to America, where religious freedom and fertile 
farmland beckoned from afar. They sold what few possessions they owned and set out for the port of 
Bremen. On May 4, 1847 the little colony of 112 persons sailed out of Bremerhaven bound for New 
York,  

Figure 1 Wheel thrown redware bowl with ear handles, glazed 
inside and out. 
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comprising 24 families, 13 unmarried men, and 2 unmarried women [and 3 children]. 
Their leader was Freidrich Reineking. The small sailing vessel on which they embarked, 
the Agnes, was crowded with 400 passengers and grossly overloaded. The eight-week 
passage was attended by misery, suffering, sickness and death. There was no privacy. 
The young men had to sleep on the floor, so closely packed together that they could not 
turn over until the signal was given for all to change at the same time. Sanitary 
arrangements were deplorable and fresh drinking water scarce. Vermin infested the 
ship. For food they had ships biscuit made of course, black meal, and soup made out of 
lukewarm water and a few beans. The voyage was a test of endurance that only the 
sturdiest could stand. Thirteen or fourteen of the passengers died on the way, three of 
them Lippers - and were buried at sea. The vessel was supposed to land at New York, but 
it carried more passengers than the regulations allowed, and it landed instead at 
Quebec, where the immigration authorities were less strict. From Quebec the party 
traveled by ship, canal boat and railroad to Buffalo. The train, it is said, was so slow that 
the young men had plenty of time to jump off and gather [fruit and] vegetables growing 
near the track; and whenever it came to an upgrade the men had to get out and help 
push. 

Figure 2 Group of milk pitchers or “flip jugs” with matching covers, glazed inside only. This graceful form is a 
signature style for Langenberg’s pitchers. It is the most widely recognized of Langenberg’s products by 
collectors today. 
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When the party got to Buffalo they took a steamer as far as Milwaukee. Although their 
original destination was the open prairies of Iowa, at Milwaukee they fell into the hands 
of some land agents who told them of the cheap and fertile pine lands of Sheboygan 
County. These agents pictured to them the hardships of the long journey beyond the 
Mississippi, warned them of the high cost of getting started there, and assured them 
that land in Wisconsin was so cheap that anyone could acquire a tract, and make money 
from clearing his land and selling the timber as fuel, charcoal and lumber. Unable to 
agree upon their future course, the group finally divided, some continuing on to Iowa, 
while the greater number headed northward for Sheboygan, then a small fishing village 
surrounded by a dense pine forest and frequented by Indians. They took wagons and ox 
teams, furnished by the land agents, to Sheboygan Falls, and then proceeded north 
along the Green Bay Road until they came to the center of section 15 in the town of 
Herman, where they brought their long and tiresome journey to an end. This was on July 
25, 1847 - eleven weeks after they left Bremen.4 

Consider for a moment the emotional side of the immigration experience beyond a long and miserable 
shipboard passage. Adam Eifler, an immigrant from Hesse Darmstadt who was to open a blacksmith 
shop in the Lipper colony, described his family's departure in 1843: 

Every beginning is hard. Thats [sic] what a person could say, as we from Europe went to 
America. It was also hard for the relatives, Uncles and Aunts and for my Grandfather, it 
was extremely hard, as his only son was going to leave him. They embraced each other 
and cried bitter tears. My father had seven children and they were all dearly beloved by 
my Grandfather, who took them one by one in his arms and kissed them, crying hard and 
loud. We children did not know what it all meant, to leave all of the loved ones. Two 
years later our Grandfather passed away from grief and heartache. All those who bade 
us farewell were never seen again.5 

William Michel, a German, hung himself on a tree in the woods, on John Kelly' s land. He 
had just made a bargain to buy a farm belonging to William Nelson, and was about to 
make the first payment and take possession, when his body was accidentally discovered 
hanging from the limb of a maple, dead. The reason assigned was a strong desire, but 
utter inability, to return to the Father land, and so as the easiest way to get out of the 
difficulty, he concluded to go on the long and mysterious journey, whence no traveler 
has yet returned.6 

The small colony eked out an existence in the dense pine forest of Sheboygan County, largely through 
sawing, splitting and peddling pine shingles as they cleared their land. They laboriously built half-
timbered houses such as they had left behind in Lippe-Detmold, braced-frame structures with timbers 
16 inches square, filled between with clay and rye straw nogging plastered over wooden staves. They 
maintained a sense of cultural presence, and soon proved successful in changing the name of their civil 
township from "Howard" (named for an early settler at Howard's Grove) to the Town of Herman, named 
for their cultural hero who defeated the Roman Legions in the Teutoburg Forest over 1800 years earlier. 
And they wrote home, telling others of the wonderful opportunities which could be found in America 
and encouraging them to make the voyage and join the struggling colony. 
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In 1853, one of the colony's leaders, Conrad F. Arpke, built a water-powered sawmill and soon after a 
flour mill on a rapids of the Sheboygan River, presaging the location of a village called "Lippers Mills," 
later changed to Franklin. Arpke platted village lots around his mills in 1856. 

In the course of a year, it received in addition to its sawmill and gristmill, a blacksmith 
shop, a pottery, a tailor shop, a brewery, cooper shops, saloons, a physician and 
surgeon, carpenters, masons, a wagonwright, etc.7 

There even was talk of bringing a plank road through the village:  

We understand the Commissioners [of the Sheboygan and Calumet Plank Road] are of 
the opinion that the Road can be built to Lipper's Mills, thirteen miles from the city [of 
Sheboygan] and to within nine miles of New Holstein, during the present year.8 

It is difficult today, zipping along County Highway A, between Howards Grove and Elkhart Lake and by-
passing Franklin altogether, to appreciate the wilderness state of Town Herman during the mid-
nineteenth century. There wou1d be the Great Indian Scare of 1862, the home front during the Civil 
War, and stories of mammoth trees and yokes of oxen to clear and plow the heavy clay soil: 

Handsome spars. During this week two splendid sticks of timber, whole pine tree trunks, 
eighty to one hundred feet in length, straight and comely, have passed our office on 
sleds, headed for the ship yards. They are designed, we believe, for Mr. Raab's new 
vessel now on the stocks. They were brought from the town of Herman.9 

On Tuesday last a large number of cattle were brought into town for shipment to [the 
pineries of] Lake Superior. Among them we noticed particularly two yoke of oxen from 
the Town of Herman. One was owned by Mr. Charles Weber… and weighed 3,989 Ibs.; 
the other belonged to Mr. Fred Harsch ... and weighed 3,500 lbs. Both pairs were fine 
looking animals, in excellent condition, and the first named were of mammoth 
proportions.  

The experience of Wilhelm Prange of Hannover (grandfather of Sheboygan merchant H. C. Prange) was 
quite typical of the area in 1848: 

William Prange in addition to his farm work was an expert shingle maker and would take 
bundles of his shingles to Sheboygan Falls where he would get groceries for them. 
William made these shingles at night in his [log] home by the light of the fireplace. When 
he was not busy making shingles he used to help [his wife] Eleanor knit clothing for the 
children. [William Prange] used to walk all the way to Howards Grove to get mail [3 
miles northeast] .... 

According to the custom of the time William Prange would carry the grain from his farm 
to a mill at Franklin [7 miles northwest] and would in return get flour for his family. 

William Prange Sr. died of small pox on April 25, 1865 at the age of 48. He had gone to 
shop at a store in Sheboygan Falls. The husband of the woman clerk in the store was 
known to have small pox ...10 
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At that time, this was the only gristmill in that region, and farmers came from distant 
points, many from along the lake shore in Manitowoc county, with grain. The trips were 
made principally with yokes of oxen, and farmers often had to remain in Franklin for two 
days before the mill was able to grind the grain into flour or grist. For many years this 
mill was kept in operation day and night with the exception of Sundays.11 

One other aspect of the immigration experience to consider is arrival in an alien culture and the mixed 
reactions of your new neighbors upon your arrival. Germans were largely admired for their work ethic, 
their orderly farms with impressive barns, and for couples who shared labor and hardship, husband and 
wife working together in the fields: 

Concerning Sheboygan County. 
Large numbers of the Germans and Irish settlers are in colonies. Often while riding along 
the good roads found in this vicinity I suddenly come to a spot that was Faderland, sure. 
The farms were small but carefully tilled; the women working out of door just about as 
long and late as the men. In one place a stout woman was digging a ditch; in another 
one was briskly hoeing com 12 

And now [1848], my dear ones, l am a farmer, have eighty acres or 128 Prussian 
Morgens of land, and livestock consisting of a dog and a cat. A sturdy peasant, eh? The 
dog is indispensable on account of the [neighbors'] cattle, the cat on account of the 
mice, which are numerous in the woods .... 

 

We arise at daybreak in the morning, about six or half past six, read the Word of God 
together, and drink coffee, with milk – no no! Milk? A farmer such as I am does not yet 
have that [he owned no cow], but, as head of the family, I have sugar, which is very 
cheap here, and probably next year will cost us nothing, for then we can tap it ourselves 
[from the maple trees]. With the coffee we have very good bread. With butter perhaps? 

Figure 3 Cheese kneading bowl. Wheel-thrown shallow bowl, like a milk pan, except pierced with holes for 
draining the whey away from the curd. 
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Where there is no milk there can be no butter, and we should have to be satisfied with 
dry bread if mother had not saved some bacon fat into which we can dip it .... 

Towards noon we return to the house, and mother has white beans with bacon, or bean 
soup with bacon, or rice soup with bacon, or barley soup with bacon, or flour dumplings 
with bacon, which last combination usually constitutes our Sunday meal. Potatoes, 
vegetables, or beef are for the present not to be found with us, and just now mother 
reports that there is no more barley left; hence in the future we shall have one course 
less, and the good housewife will have that much less trouble deciding what to cook. 

Then back to work again ... and after sundown we all repair to the house and treat 
ourselves again to black coffee, dry bread, and sometimes bacon. Then we read a 
chapter from the Bible and gather about the warm stove ... Often I am so exhausted 
from the hard day's work that I am too tired to smoke a pipe ...13 

Each German has his house, his orchard, his roadside trees, so laden with fruit, that if he 
did not carefully prop up and tie together and in many places hold the bows together 
with wooden clamps, they would be torn asunder by their own weight. He has his corn-
plot, his plot of mangel wertzel [sic] or hay, his potatoes, or hemp, etc. He is his own 
master, and he therefore, and every branch of his family, have the strongest motive for 
constant exertion. You see the effects of this in his industry and his economy. 

In Germany nothing is lost. The produce of the trees and the cows is carried to market; 
much fruit is dried for winter use. You see it lying in the sun to dry. You see strings of 
them hanging from the chamber windows in the sun. The cows are kept up [kept fresh 
with daily milking and fed cured mangel wurtzels] for the greater part of the year, and 
every green thing is gathered for them -- Every little nook where the grass grows by the 
road side and brook, is carefully cut with the sickle, and carried home on the heads of 
the women and children in baskets, or tied in large cloths .... Weeds, nettles, nay, the 
very goose grass which covers waste places, is cut and taken to the cows.... They 
carefully collect the leaves of the marsh grass [for the cows], carefully cut their potatoe 
tops for them and even if other things fail, gather green leaves from the woodlands.14 

On the other hand, German immigrants also met scorn and ridicule for their naivety, for their cultural 
traits, their idiosyncrasies, and maybe for playing a little too hard: 

[While in New York en route to Wisconsin] My brother and I considered ourselves pretty 
good marble players and therefore awaited and sought an opportunity to show our 
mettle ... We entered the game with the boys and it did not take long before we had 
them all broke. How they pleaded with us to loan them some, so that the game could be 
continued. We held a consultation and reached the conclusion as we had all they 
possessed, and in no event could gain any more, it would be foolish financiering; and so 
refused point blank the loan. 

Now they called us hoggish Dutchmen, and in other ways showed a threatening attitude, 
which we did not care to see carried out, so, putting our hands on our bulged pockets, in 
a bee line we scampered for our boarding house.15 
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A few days out of Buffalo [en route to Wisconsin] the steamer broke its main shaft, 
owing to which we were detained in Detroit for over a week, which we enjoyed. One day 
while my sister and I sauntered around the city, the children pelted us with Indian corn, 
which in Germany was a rarity, costing one cent per kernel. Why, this is about realizing 
the German saying, "There [in America] the fried ducks will fly into your mouth." We 

picked up all these costly kernels’, with which my sister filled her apron and I my 
pockets.16 

[During the Civil War, a Sheboygan newspaper reprinted a Tennessee editorial regarding 
"Dutch" or "Deutsch" or immigrant German soldiers:] ... The national odor of Dutchmen 
... is as unmistakable as that peculiar to a pole-cat, an old pipe, or a lager beer saloon. 
Crimes, thefts and insults to the women of the South, invariably mark the course of these 
stinking bodies of animated sour-krout [sic]. Rosecrans, himself, is an unmixed 
Dutchman, an accursed race which has overrun the vast districts of the Northwest ... The 
live masses of beer, krout [sic], tobacco and rotten cheese, on two legs and four ... 
should be used to manure the sandy plains and barren hillsides of Alabama, Tennessee 
and Georgia.17 

On Thursday evening, the 29th ult. [Dec. 29, 1870], the good people of Plymouth were 
aroused from their usual quietude by the braying of trumpets, the clatter of cymbals, the 
roaring of horns and the confusion of human voices, which caused some of us to quake 
in our boots for fear the armies of the new Prussian empire were marching to besiege us. 
We soon learned that a wedding in the village was the occasion of the confusion. The 
attack was only of a few minutes duration, however. A few tubs of lager beer thrown to 
those Teutonic whales arrested them of course – and the ship matrimonial was 
undisturbed through the rest of the evening. [This was a German chivaree or wedding 
party, in which friends serenaded the bridal couple with raucous noise and singing until 
the revelers were treated (or bribed), usually with a keg of beer, after which all merrily 

Figure 4  Birdseye view of Franklin in 1875 looking east. 
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departed for their own cozy homes leaving the young couple in peace to contemplate 
their own thoughts on their wedding night.]18 

Four hundred and twenty-five pounds of Teuton under one name was in the city [of 
Sheboygan] Monday. If such a huge mass of flesh were consigned to our keeping we 
should petition the legislature for two more names to help manage it.19 

It was to this existing colony that Conrad Ernst Langenberg immigrated, ca. 1856.20 He was born in the 
ancient Hanseatic city of Lemgo on April 12, 1830, son of Simon Heinrich and Louise Langenberg. He was 
baptized in the Evangelical Reformed church at Hillentrup, where he also was confirmed, in 1844.21 

The 1860 census found him living in Franklin at age 30, with fellow countryman Herman Lubbek, age 
28.22 Langenberg's modest real estate holdings of $150 included a small half-timbered house with 
attached pottery shed. Other village occupations included Arpke's water-powered sawmill, 
Schulenberg's flour mill, the Peterman and Roeber stores, Henry Dix's hotel, Seidemann's Brewery, 
Schneider's Blacksmith Shop, Franz cooperage, a wagon shop, plus mill hands, masons, carpenters, 
tailors, shoemakers, harness makers, and laborers. The village of Franklin took on a decidedly Germanic 
air: all 18 merchants and tradesmen listed in the census were born in one of the German states, 
primarily Lippe Detmold and Saxony. Langenberg's brother Friedrich (33), a farmer, lived nearby in Sec. 
29 with his wife Mina (37), and children Mina (10), Henry (8), Frederick (6) and Anton (3).23 Friedrich's 
family lost a child that year: infant August, 4 months, died in October of whooping cough after an illness 
of 8 days.24 

Langenberg maintained his religious convictions 
and associations in Wisconsin. Pastor H. A. 
Mühlmeier of Immanuel Church, just across the 
section from Franklin, listed members of his 
congregation dated "Sheboygan 21 März 1861, 
... Konrad Langenberg [of] Lemgo.”25 Just two 
months later Louise Sophie Schäfercordt landed 
in New York from Bremen May 27, 1861, 
appropriately enough aboard the ship 
'Hermann’.26 She was born December 3, 1832 at 
Brake, and was baptized Dec. 16, 1832, daughter 
of Jobst Heinrich and Marie Ilsabein 
Schäfercordt.27 She emigrated from the village of 
Wiembeck, which was associated with the 
congregation at Lemgo: "Luise Schäfercord, Magd, from Wiembeck [farm or address] No. 68, has in the 
year 1861 immigrated to Amerika.”28 They were married Oct. 23, 1861 in a "ministerial service" in the 
Town of Herman.29 Two years later their first child, daughter Elise Hermine, was born just before 
Christmas, Dec. 22, 1863 and was baptized at Immanuel Church Feb. 28, 1864.30 Sadly, little Elise died 
Oct. 4, 1864, when only 10 months of age.  

Adding to their grief, national issues soon crowded in upon the quiet village and its bereaved potter and 
his wife:  

Figure 5 Pipkin with hollow handle and original cover. Part of 
the handle is missing. Private collection. 
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A couple of flags were elevated in this city [Sheboygan] on Tuesday last, for what 
particular purpose is not known, unless it was to signalize the latest black Republican 
triumph - The Draft! 
We are indebted to Provost-Marshal Mallory for the greater portion of the following list 
of drafted men for this county ....  
Town Herman .... 
Conrad Langenberg.31 

Langenberg was drafted into the Union Army for the term of one year on Oct. 15, 1864. He reported for 
duty as a Private to Capt. Phillips in Fond du Lac a month later on Nov. 10, just 5 weeks after his 
daughter died. He was assigned to Company B of the 22nd Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers, otherwise 
known as the "Permanent Party" stationed at Camp Randall, Madison. There he guarded Confederate 
prisoners of war captured during the siege of Vicksburg until the war ended. Langenberg was mustered 
out May 17, 1865, paid off, and sent home. Military records describe him in 1864 at 35 years of age as a 
Potter, 5 feet 7 1/2 inches tall with blue eyes, light brown hair, and a fair complexion.32 

Just nine months after returning home, Langenberg was blessed with birth of a son on Feb. 26, 1866. 
But again, this time less than a week later, infant Friedrich was baptized and died March 4, 1866. He was 
followed June 1, 1867, by daughter Anna Louise, and on May 15, 1869 by Louise Caroline.33 By 1869, 
Langenberg had acquired a small farm of 26 2/3 acres located a half-mile south of Franklin, and now 
divided his time, farming during spring, summer and fall, and returning to the pottery during winter. 

The federal census taker stopped June 18, 
1870, at the home and pottery of Conrad (40) 
and Louise Langenberg (38) and daughters 
Anna (3) and Louise (1 year). Conrad's 
nephew, Adolph Rehm (19) boarded with the 
family and worked in the pottery. Louise 
Langenberg's younger sister Bertha 
Schafercort (12) lived in as a female domestic 
servant.34 The pottery business was modest, 
valued at only $500. Motive power was 
described as "hand", and the two potters 
used clay and 700 pounds of red lead glazing 
material valued at $100 to produce $600 
worth of pottery.35 At that time redware 
pottery sold for approximately 10 cents per 
gallon, or 6,000 gallons of ware, perhaps 
3,000 to 4,000 individual objects per year. 

A decade later at the time of the 1880 census, the Langenberg family and pottery achieved a sense of 
maturity or completion after 20 years of effort. Potter Conrad (50) and wife Louise (47) now shared their 
home with five small daughters: Anna (13), Louise (11) Pauline (9, born Sept. 24,1870), Amelia or Emilie 
(7, born April 30, 1872), and little Bertha Augusta (5), born Aug. 29, 1874).36 

I have been told [that] Conrad Langenberg was a gentle, quiet man. 

Figure 6.  Deep baking dish with square sides and round rim, lead 
glaze inside and unglazed on the outside which still smells of lard. 
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When the girls were disciplined by their mother, they would run into the shop to their 
father for comfort or protection.37 

Louise [Langenberg] was also the disciplinarian of the family. The girls would sometimes 
escape to the kiln area where Conrad was working and he would say: "What, is she after 
you again?”38 

Conrad's wife, Louise, kept the business books as she was the business-woman, or so the 
story goes.39 

In true Lipper fashion, Langenberg's half-timbered house, attached pottery and garden lay within the 
village of Franklin, but his small farm was located a half-mile south of the village in sec. 30. He had 
divided the north 1/3 of the southeast 1/4 of sec. 30 (80 acres) with his brother Friedrich and nephew 
Adolph Rehm, who had given up the pottery business in favor of making cheese. Each of these long 
parcels contained 26 2/3 acres, Conrad Langenberg holding the northernmost location. He reported 18 
acres of improved land, including 7 acres of meadow for hay, and 8 acres of woodland to provide fuel for 
cooking, heating, and firing the pottery kiln. He cut 4 acres of meadow to yield 10 tons of hay, and 
probably allowed the remaining 3 acres of grassland to remain "not mown" as fallow ground and 
pasture for its manure enrichment. The farm was worth $1,200, with $40 worth of tools and implements 
and $90 in livestock to produce an annual return of $164.40 Farm production reflected the intensive and 
diversified form of agriculture brought here by immigrants from Lippe Detmold. He owned but one 
horse, used for everyday farm labor, delivery of pottery to area stores, transportation to church and 
market, and probably to power a pug mill or clay grinding and purification equipment at the pottery. His 
daughter related that he dug his clay from roadside cuts where small hills had been opened to level the 

Figure 7  Milk Pan. Glazed on the inside and the rim, unglazed on the outside. 
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roadway: "obtained clay around banks from Highway, and the clay was not tempered. The ware stood 
for a week drying and [was] painted for glazing just before firing.”41  

Milk pitchers, milk pans and lard pots were glazed inside only, most other kitchen ware both inside and 
out. The pottery used commercial red lead as glazing material, which depending upon kiln temperature 
burned from a pumpkin-orange through dark brown clay color, to burnt black clay with deep green glaze 
just prior to collapse in the kiln. His daughter said he "also used green glaze" which in some potteries 
was achieved by adding copper or brass filings to the glaze mixture, though in Langenberg's case the 
firing temperature may also have played a key role in its color or appearance. Daughter Anna described 
the kiln as 12 feet long by 6 feet high, apparently a rectangular "groundhog" design rather than a round, 
upright "bottle" kiln. It was fired over a 24-hour period and was enclosed within a wooden kiln shed. 

Langenberg "delivered his wares to 22 stores in the Sheboygan County area... I understand the wares 
were delivered by cart.”42 A daughter described pottery deliveries by "horse and wagon" to the Neuhaus 
(later Muetzelburg) General Store in the nearby village of Edwards as a specific destination. He delivered 
a "wagonload every two weeks" and "packed [the] goods in straw" for the journey over rural dirt 
roads.43 "The front porch of their home at Franklin was always lined with his wares where people passing 
by could see them and stop to buy items.”44 "My mother talks about seeing his pottery standing on 
grandmother's porch, just left to crumble.”45 

Langenberg owned three milk cows, which dropped two calves in 1879 and from whose milk they 
churned 200 pounds of butter. They also kept two pigs, 3 "other poultry" (probably geese), and 16 
"barnyard poultry" which produced 60 dozen eggs. 

Langenberg's field crops also reflected his national origins, with small fields farmed literally up to the 
fencerow. He grew 3 acres of oats (70 bu.), valuable as horse feed, and 2 acres of rye (46 bu.), which he 
could have ground into flour just up the road at Arpke's water-powered Mill. In addition to his German 
rye bread, he also harvested 40 bu. of dry Canada Peas, generally cut by hand with a scythe, dried on the 
field and shelled out at home in the evening by adults and children alike. Interestingly, he did not report 
growing any corn or maize at all, in contrast to non-immigrant farmers nearby. He grew a half-acre of 
"Irish" potatoes (so-called by the census taker, but quite possibly some of the old Purple Fingerling 
potatoes brought from Germany) which yielded 26 bu. A small orchard of 1/8 acre contained five 
bearing apple trees which produced 2 bu. of apples in 1879, valued at $1.00. Langenberg still was 
clearing his small farm and cut 15 cords of wood during the previous year valued at $15. 

Conrad kept beehives. He talked to his bees as he handled them and was never stung. 
One day a bee was [trapped] inside the house on the windowsill and Conrad held out his 
finger, talked to the bee, and it rode on his finger while he walked the bee back to the 
hive.46 

He farmed his land in the warmer months and during the cold Wisconsin winters he was 
a potter. According to family tradition, he made a redware type of pottery from clay 
obtained locally.47 

Numerous pottery forms were recorded by early Langenberg collector George LaBudde, who often 
accompanied his mother Wilhelmine LaBudde on her antique collecting journeys through Towns 
Herman and Rhine during the 1930's. They assembled an impressive collection of over 50 pieces of 
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Langenberg pottery and had the rare privilege of talking with those who personally knew the potter and 
pottery. Mr. LaBudde was able to interview the potter's eldest daughter, Mrs. Anna Weber, at her home 
in Franklin about 1950, and from these long associations with the material culture compiled a list of 
forms: 

 milk jugs with single handle [ovoid handled milk pitcher with cover (Figure 2)]  
 [glazed milk jug with matching orange glazed cover found in St. Anna (Figure 9)] 
 milk dishes for skimming off cream [broad open milk pans (Figure 7)] 
 butter churns [several sizes, seen with both wooden and stoneware covers, (Figure 8)] 
 dishes [examples unknown today] 
 plates [examples unknown today] 
 cups  
 [small glazed pitchers or creamers for table use are known today] 
 pots [several sizes, some with ruffled rim, one glazed, marked 1869 with incised decorative 

lines, others unglazed or slip-washed] 
 [saucers to place beneath flowerpots are found in Franklin] 
 flower basket [trade name for hanging flowerpot, glazed or slip-washed] 
 salt & pepper shakers [may refer to a redware sander from LaBudde coll. (Figure 12)] 
 [jugs from pint to gallon, ovoid and beehive shapes, one known with brown slip-trailed floral 

decoration] 
 [baking dish or deep pan which smells of lard or fat, (Figure 6)] 
 pots with handles for stovetop use [cooking pipkin, pour spout on side, attached hollow clay 

handle, high-domed cover, (Figure 8)] 
 [handled baking dish or beanpot form with stoneware cover] 
 [handled pot, glazed inside and out, cover missing; smells of tobacco, found in cellar of 

commercial building in Plymouth, WI, (Figure 10)] 

Figure 8 Assorted earthenware made by Langenberg: handled pot, pipkin, butter churn, straining bowl, and baking dish. 
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 tea pots [one slip-decorated teapot exists today, from the LaBudde collection] ... “this piece was 
found by my mother [Wilhelmine LaBudde] upstairs in a summer kitchen in the Franklin area. At 
that time, it was just as black as soot. When we came to clean it up, wonder of wonders, its 
original, beautiful pattern and glaze was revealed.”,48] (Figure 10) 

 cake torte dishes ['Bundt pan' or 'Turks-head mold', wheel thrown, ribs or indentations pressed 
with fingers, hollow cone center] (Figure 14) 

 [cylindrical cheese molds; one type low and cylindrical, holes poked in bottom, another raised 
on clay feet with one side handle] 
Cheese curd strainer [traditional form pierced with holes to drain cheese curd] (Figure 8) 

 small animal effigies [possibly whistles or toys, unknown today] 
 [Christmas tree angels "I understand Conrad's angel Christmas tree ornaments are highly 

prized." but unknown today]49 
 martin bird houses [verified by Edwin Arpke but unknown today] 
 crocks [cylindrical with attached ear handles in 1 gal. and 2 gal. sizes (Figure 15)] 
 [pots - ovoid with flattened rim, graduated sizes, often smell of lard] 
 [tall pots - cylindrical, rapid taper at base, bottom blackened, 3 known; possibly used to age 

hand cheese, which are spherical in shape] 
 flower vases [one reported to exist as milk pitcher without handle] 
 [preserve jars - several sizes known, glazed inside and out, string tie groove at rim] 
 [glazed storage jars, several sizes known, some with ear handles and originally fitted with 

covers] 
 [charcoal foot warmer, unglazed, dated 1867 or 1869 (Figure 13)]50 

 
The item most often seen of his products today is 
the milk pitcher or "flip jug" which was provided 
with a clay cover to keep flies and vermin out 
(Figure 2.) They were glazed on the inside only, 
often exhibit one or two incised rings around the 
shoulder, and a finger press mark at the base of the 
handle. These spoutless pitchers were filled with 
whole milk at the end of the day and left 
undisturbed till morning, when a deft swirling 
motion of the hand and wrist could flip the cream 
which had accumulated at the top of the vessel into 
a waiting churn to make butter. A different method 
was preferred by other households who used a 
broad open milk pan covered with toweling to float 
the cream to the top, and then skimmed it off the 
following morning with a wooden or metal utensil. 

Still another use for the milk pitchers was described 
by the late Elmer Stauss, who farmed just north of 
Franklin where his grandparents at one time ran a 
neighborhood home dairy using Langenberg pottery Figure 9 Milk pitcher orange glazed inside and out. 
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vessels. His mother Alma Ruprecht Stauss also made her own baking yeast in a Franklin pitcher which 
still retained its cover. 

She scrubbed the potatoes clean. Then grated them on a sheet of tin which had been 
punched full of holes with a hammer and nail. Place the grated potato mash into the 
pitcher. Then she added part of a plant, something like a little bulb [hops blossom]. She 
raised this plant around the farm buildings. It was not a wild plant. They brought it from 
Germany. It was also used to brew beer. The [hops] plant grew as a large bush or 
shrubby tree. Addition of this plant [flower] caused the potato mash to begin "working". 
Cover and let it stand at room temperature. She used it for baking bread. [This natural 
air-borne yeast culture would create bubbles in the dough, causing the bread to rise.]51 

One time some of the best 
[pottery] pieces were taken 
by a fair or carnival type 
show to be displayed with 
the understanding they 
would be returned, but, of 
course, they never were.52 

Conrad used to enter his 
wares at the country 
agricultural fairs and won 
several prizes. On one 
occasion he was upset 
because none of his 
pottery was returned to 
him after the fair was 
over.53 

Conrad made his pottery 
during the cold winter 

months. Old Solomon, the Chief of the Potawatomie Indian tribe, and some of his 
companions from Black River Falls would visit Conrad during the winter. They would sit 
around the kiln, unwrap their leg wrappings, and warm themselves by the heat of the 
kiln. They would request "firewater" but were given none.  They had their own food. 
They would also request clothing and would indicate by hand the height of their children 
needing clothing.54 

Our dusky friend Solomon is in town [Plymouth] again. His last visit here was while the 
fires were raging so terribly [Chicago and Peshtigo fires in early October, 1871]. On his 
return to his home, which he had made a few months ago, not many miles from 
Peshtigo, he found everything destroyed. "All gone - pony, clothing; heap clothes. Oh! 
Heap coats. One nice, good coat, big man in Milwaukee give me." Mrs. Solomon, unable 
to walk, was carried by friends to the river. Solomon says "Me squaw tell um the fire go 
whoo-o-o-o!" The old gentleman is well attired and he enumerates with much gratitude 
the different individuals who have contributed to his costume.55 

Figure 10  Teapot with cover, decorated in green with a tulip. 
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When they [Langenberg' s Indian visitors] got ready to leave, Conrad would offer them a 
piece of pottery which they indicated they wanted.56 

Also during the [winter] time Great Grandfather was making his pottery the Indians 
would come and select what they wanted and never were told "no.”57 

[An Indian encampment existed] on what is now known as the Becker farm (SE 1I4 of 
section 6) and at a distance of about one-quarter of a mile east of the Sheboygan river. 
This village, in the year 1854, consisted of some 20 wigwams, and a population of about 
100 souls. The inhabitants were Chippewa with Pin, son of the old chief of the same 
name, as chief. With these were also two or three Menomonie wigwams. This handful of 
Menomonie were the last of their tribe in this region. Old Solomon, a Potawatomi chief, 
well known to the pioneers, also made this village his home for a part of the time, but 
with no following. He was one of the very last of the Indians to leave this section. 58 

Indian Solomon, of Greenbush, interviewed The Times office, this morning. His three 
ponies have lately strayed or been stolen, and he will be glad of any information that will 
lead to their recovery, He is nevertheless as good natured as ever. He says he was born 
on the present site of Sheboygan 89 year ago [1792] and yet he looks to be only about 
50.59 

ELKHART LAKE 
Indian Solomon is here on his annual 
trapping tour. 

[Nov., 1881] Can hear nothing of his 
ponies lost last spring.60 

Solomon, the aged Chippewa [sic] 
Indian, of Greenbush, was seen on our 
streets Thursday [Aug., 1883]. Erect in 
person and elastic in movement, with 
hair but partially silvered, and a 
disposition to be always happy, he does 
not seem old, though in the last decade 
of his century of life. He is Sheboygan 
County' s oldest living pioneer, and is 
allowed some prerogatives which no 
other pioneer of the county has. One of these is the free riding upon the [street] cars, 
and the kingly air with which, cane in hand (he did not use it to walk with, but simply 
carried it as a sportive appliance, as do many of his pale faced brothers, whose customs 
in other matters of dress he also follows) - he crossed the depot platform of the 
Sheboygan & Western Railway, entered the coach of Conductor Bean's train and took a 
comfortable seat  therein, plainly said that he considered he had rights which the white 
man was bound to respect.61 [Old Solomon was seen calling on friends in Sheboygan in 
Oct., 1883 and is thought to have left the area at about that time.] 

Figure 11 Slip-glazed flowerpot with drain hole. 
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FRANKLIN [1881] 
Franklin is on the Sheboygan River, which furnishes power to run a sawmill and grist-mill 
The grist-mill was built in 1853, by Arpke, Schulenberg & Dirchos. It has since been 
enlarged to a building 40 x 70, and three stories high. It was bought by the present 
owner, F. Arpke, in 1877.The first sawmill was built by F. Arpke in 1853. It was made 
over, and a planing-mill added, in 1868. 
A blacksmith shop and a store were built in 1854. 
The first Postmaster was Peter Meuer. 
The village contains two taverns, two stores, two cooper shops, a pottery, cheese factory 
and wagon-shop.62 

An agent of the Bradstreet Company visited Franklin in 1884 and estimated 
Langenberg's wealth between $2,000 and $3,000, his credit as "D fair.”63 In personal 
riches, however, he seems to have been a wealthy man: 

FRANKLIN… 
Richard Hanish left for Buffalo, N.Y. this morning. Rumor says that he was united in 
marriage to Miss [Louise] Langenberg on Sunday last.64 

FRANKLIN ... 
Mr. Simon Weber and Miss Anna Langenberg. Both of this place, were united in 
marriage at the home of the bride's parents by Rev. Dr. Martin on Friday of last week.65 

At times the family also experienced separation and distress: 

[SHEBOYGAN] 
Langenberg Pauline Miss, domestic, res. 1102 8th.66 

FRANKLIN ... 
Mrs. C. Langenberg, in some unknown way had the misfortune to fall from her buggy 
and break her arm. Dr. Scharper is in attendance upon the case.67 

FRANKLIN NOTES [1890] ... 
The Franklin Pottery is crowded with orders. 68 
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Franklin area neighbor Frederick Arpke visited 
the pottery, and was told by Langenberg in his 
low German dialect and with a twinkle in his 
eye:  

“Wir moken useu Yelle eut Sehüeten.” 
Or, in high German “Wir machen unser 
Geld aus Dreck.”  Translated to “We 
[potters] make our money from dirt.” 

Arpke also was cautioned not to throw stones 
into the trees around the property, as they 
contained clay bird houses which might be 
broken.69 

At this time, in 1891, Langenberg advertised the 
pottery for the last time in a Wisconsin state 
business Gazetteer, though he continued to 
supply local needs.70 

FRANKLIN NOTES ... 
C. Harnish [sic] of Buffalo, N. Y. after 
spending a few days with his brother 
Richard here, left for the Pacific coast 
yesterday for the benefit of his health.71 

FRANKLIN NOTES ... , 
C. Harnish [sic], a theological student of the [Mission House] College, preached at the 
Immanuel church last Sunday.72 

FRANKLIN ... 
Miss Emilie Langenberg started this week for New Berlin.73 

FRANKLIN ITEMS ... 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Langenberg who were visiting at New Berlin with their daughter (Louise] 
and son-in-Iaw, Rev. [Richard] Harnish [sic] and wife have returned home.74 

FRANKLN ... 
Rev. R. Harnish [sic], of New Berlin, was the guest of his father-in-law, Mr. Langenberg, a 
few days last week. Rev. E. Wagner, of West Bend, and Miss Louisa Mayer, of the town 
of Rhine, were united in marriage last Wednesday, Rev. R Harnish [sic] officiating.75 

FRANKLIN ... 
Mrs. [Friedrich] Langenberg died Monday morning. Death being caused by feebleness 
incident to old age [she was 65].76 

FRANKLIN ... 
Mrs. Frederick Langenberg died recently and was buried at the cemetery in the town of 
Sheboygan Falls, Rev. J. Vriesen officiating.77 

Figure 12 Wheel-thrown earthenware Sander. They were used to 
absorb excess ink from quill-written documents and to speed the 
drying process. 
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FRANKLIN AND AREA ... 

Pastor Hanisch of Mendota, Ill., was a guest at the home of his parents-in-laws, Family 
Langenberg, last week.78 

 

 

FRANKLIN AND AREA ... 
Mr. Langenberg who has been ill for quite some time appears to be getting better.79 

FRANKLIN AND AREA ... 
Mr. Langenberg is busy digging wells. The fun won't last much longer though because at 
16 feet deep he has bumped into a bubbling spring.80 

VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN ... 
Herr C. Langenberg betreib bier in den ersten Jahren mit ziemlichem Erfolg ein Töpferei-
Geschäft. [During the early years, Mr. C. Langenberg operated a moderately successful 
pottery here.81 

FROM HERE AND THERE .... 

Figure 13 Langenberg foot warmer was heated with hot coals and was used for winter sleigh travel. It has a decorative 
chip carved (“kerbscnitt” in German) pattern and vent holes on the top and an opening on the side for hot coals. The 
scratched inscription on the back reads "Gedenke Heim /  Cennterville [sic] / 1867 [or 1869]". Centerville is located 
about four miles from the pottery. The walls of this piece are very thick to give it mass to retain heat. 
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Mrs. Conrad Langenberg died Saturday morning in Franklin at the age of 67 years. She 
had been ill for some time with the Grippe and then a heart condition set in which was 
the cause of her death.82 

FRANKLIN 
Am Sonntag Morgen starb Herr Conrad Langenberg im Alter von etwa 69 Jahren. Er war 
schon seit längerer Zeit recht schwach und als seine Gattin im letzten Winter starb, hegte 
man vereits die Befürchtung, dass er das Frühjahr nicht mehr erleben würde. Es 
überleben ihn 5 Töchter: Frau S[imon] [Anna]Weber, Frau Pastor R[ichard] [Louise] 
Hanisch, Frau Heinrich [Emilie] Krämer, Frau Johann [pauline] Krämer und Fräulein 
Bertha Langenberg. Das Begräbniss findet am Dienstag Nachmittag auf dem Friedhofe 
der ref. Imanuels=Gemeinde statt und wird Herr Pastor Martin die Trauerfeier leiten.83 

[On Sunday morning, Mr. Conrad Langenberg died at the age of 69 years. He was for 
some time already quite weak, and since his wife died during the last winter, it was 
feared that he would not live past spring. The deceased is survived by 5 daughters ... 
Burial services occurred last Thursday aftenoon at the cemetery of the reformed 
Immanuel Church and Paster Mr. Martin delivered the obsequies.] 

 

GESTORBEN 
Conrad Langenberg 

Figure 14  Redware Bundt cake mold. Wheel thrown, ribs or indentations pressed with fingers and a hollow cone center. 
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Im Town Herman verschied am vorigen Sonntag Morgen Herr Conrad Langenberg nach 
längerem Leiden in einem Alter von etwa 69 Jahren. Die Gattin des nunmehr 
Verstorbenen ging diesem im vorigen Winter im Tode voran und da Herr Langenberg 
selbst seit geraumer Zeit sehr Schwach war, hegte man die Befürchtung, dass er seiner 
ihm entriffenen Lebensgefährtin bald nachfolgen werde, was nun auch der Fall ist. Der 
Dahingeschiedene hinterlässt fiinf Töchter, nämlich Frau S. Weber, Frau Pastor R. 
Hanisch, Frau Heinrich Krämer, Frau Johann Krämer und Fräul. Bertha Langenberg. Die 
Beerdigung des Verglichenen fand gestern (Dienstag) Nachmittag auf dem Friedhofe der 
ref. Immanuels=Gemeinde in Town Herman statt und leitete Herr Pastor Martin die 
Trauerfeier.84 

[In Town Herman on Sunday morning, Mr. Conrad Langenberg passed away at the age 
of 69 and no longer is in suffering. The wife of the deceased preceded him in death last 
winter and since then Mr. Langenberg has become increasingly weak, and it was 
anticipated that he was about to complete his life's journey and would not live past fall. 
The deceased is survived by five daughters, namely ... The burial of the deceased 
occurred yesterday (Thursday) afternoon at the cemetery of the reformed Immanuel 
Church in Town Herman, Pastor Mr. Martin delivering the obsequies.]  

It was a hot, stormy summer day (July 16) as the potter slipped away:  

This section was visited by a downpour of rain about the middle of the afternoon last 
Sunday. The storm came so suddenly that many people were drenched to the skin before 
they could find shelter. – Manitowoc Pilot. 

The drenching rain stopped the ball game between the Sheboygan's and Fond du Lac's 
Sunday afternoon at the Gilman Athletic Park [Sheboygan], unceremoniously after only 
two innings had been played.85  

Conrad Langenberg 
White, Male, Farmer 
Born in Germany 
Died Aged 69 years, 3 months, 4 days 
Father's Name: Simon Langenberg, born Germany 
Mother's Name: Louise Langenberg, born Germany 
Wife's Name: Louise Langenberg, born Germany 
Born: April 12, 1830 
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Widowed 
Died July 16, 1899 
Died in Franklin, Wis. 
Died of Lagrippe, Nephritis 
Had been ill for 6 months 
Had served as a soldier in the United 
States armed forces 
Buried in the Reform Cemetery, Town 
Herman, Sheboygan Co.86 
 

Conrad Ernst Langenberg 
Born in Lemgo, Lippe-Detmold April 
12, 1830 
Died July 16, 1899 
Buried July 18, 1899 
Married October 23, 1861 to 
Louise nee Schaeferkort 
Born Wenbeck [Wiembeck] bei 
Lemgo Dec. 3, 1832 
Died Feb, 11, 1899 
Buried Feb, 14, 1899 
Children: 
Elise Hermine b. Dec. 22, 1863, Bap. Feb. 28, 1864, Died Oct. 4, 1864 
Friedrich b. Feb. 26, 1866, Bap. March 4, 1866, Died March 4, 1866 
Anna Louise b. June 1, 1867, Bap. Aug. 4, 1867, [d. March 9, 1953] Married Simon Weber 
Aug. 30, 1889 
Louise Caroline b. Sept. 26, 1870 [May 15, 1869, bap. Aug. 29, d. March 16, 1959 
Married Rev. Richard Hanisch July 21, 1889 
[Pauline b. Sept. 24, 1870, d. May 18, 1960 Married John Kraemer March 14, 1894] 
Emilie b. April 30, 1873, Bap. June 12, 1873, [d. June 21, 1944] Married Heinrich Kraemer 
Sept. 28, 1894 
Bertha Augusta b. Aug. 29,1874, Bap. Dec. 26,1874 [Aug. 29] [Married Louis Orth Dec. 
17, 1908]87 
 
Simon Weber, Conrad's son-in-law, was the executor of the Conrad Langenberg Will. The 
terms of the Will specified that his [youngest, unmarried] daughter, Bertha, [who 
remained at home and cared for her aged parents] was to receive $500 and had the 
right and privilege to select for herself from the household goods and furniture what she 
pleased. The remainder of the household goods, furniture, farm machinery and tools 
were to be given to his sons-in-law, Henry and John Kraemer [brothers, who had married 
Langenberg sisters Emilie and Pauline], in as equal proportion as practical. Also the 
amount of money due from Mutual Aide Society was to be equally divided among his 
daughters: Bertha Langenberg, Emilie, wife of Henry Kraemer, and Pauline, wife of John 
Kraemer. All the rest of his entire property was to be divided equally among his children: 

Figure 15 Crock with scratched “2” 



Last updated 1/18/2023 Copyright MadeFromClay.org. Do not reproduce without permission. Page 22 
Author: Mark Knipping 

Annie, wife of Simon Weber; Louise, wife of Richard Hanisch; Pauline, wife of John 
Kraemer; Emilie, wife of Henry Kraemer, and Bertha Langenberg. 

Richard David Hanish [sic], who was married to Louise Langenberg, received $2,035 from 
the settlement of the Conrad Langenberg estate 20 February 1900.88 

FRANKLIN… 
Herr Pastor R. Hanisch hat das Eigenthum der kürzlich verstorbened Eheleute des Herrn 
und Frau Langenberg dahier känflich erworhen. Ein Stück Land eine halbe Meile südlich 
von hier ist noch unter günstigen Verdingunen zu verkaufen.89 

[Mr. Pastor Richard Hanisch has succeeded to the property or estate of his late parents-
in-law, the married couple Mr. and Mrs. Langenberg. A bit of land a half mile south from 
here is yet available for a favorable sale contract.] 

FRANKLIN ... 
Miss Bertha Langenberg went to Juneau to visit with Mr. and Mrs. Luck.90 

MARRIAGE LICENSES ... 
Louis Orth of Juneau, Dodge County and Bertha A. Langenberg of Franklin.91 

FRANKLIN ... 
Rev. Harnish [sic], who has been running a small farm near Franklin for some time, 
rented the same to Wm. Stockmeier of the village and has accepted the charge of a 
congregation in Missouri again.92 

ELKHART LAKE ... 
Pastor Richard D. Hanisch, the son of Mrs. Professor A. Hanisch of Milwaukee passed 
away November 10th at his home in Potsdam, Missouri from a heart failure. He was 
born Dec. 30, 1863 in Germany and reached the age of 48 years. 

He came to America in 1881 and to this county in 1883 where he studied for minister 
[sic] at the Mission House. He was married July 16th [1889] to Louise Langenberg of 
Franklin. Besides his wife he is survived by the following children: Norma, Edna, Emilie 
and Gertrude of Potsdam; and Paul Hanisch of St. Louis. Burial is in the Franklin 
Cemetery on Thursday with Pastors Ruehlmann and Martin officiating.93 

While Reverend Hanisch was pastor of the German Reformed Zion Church at Potsdam, 
Missouri, the church caught on fire due to a defective chimney 8 February 1912.  Rev. 
Hanisch was holding a Confirmation Class in the church when the fire started. His 
daughter, Gertrude, who was just five years old, rang the church bell to summon help. 
Rev. Hanisch worked feverishly beside the congregation members who responded, 
saving books, pews and supplies. Mrs. Hanisch was credited with saving the altar Bible. 
The church burned to the ground and the bell melted in the heat of the fire. Work to save 
the church damaged Rev. Hanisch's lungs. He died 10 November 1912 ...  48 years, 10 
months and eleven days old... buried in the Conrad Langenberg plot in the Immanuel 
Reformed Church Cemetery...94 
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There was also a very important pottery located about half a mile east of Franklin, which 
was established during the late [18]50's by Carl [sic] Langenberg. Plain and fancy pottery 
was made of the red clay dug along the roadway.95 

 

Conrad E. Langenberg 
Geb[oren] 

d[en] 12 Apr. 1830 
Gest[orben] 

d[en] 16 Juli 1899 
 

Wir haben über wunden 
Krenz, Leiden Angst unNötig 
Durch Seine heilgen Wunon 
Sind wir versohnt mit Gott. 

Louise S. Langenberg 
Geb[oren] 

d[en] 3 Dec. 1832 
Gest[orben] 

d[en] 11 Feb. 1899 
 

[We unnecessarily bear the 
cross of fear and anxiety, when 

we could be reconciled with God 
through his holy word.]96 

VATER 
Hiob. 19 v. 26 

Ich weiss dass mein Erlösen lebet. 
[1 know that my redeemer liveth ...] 

MUTTER 
Psalm 31 v. 16 

Meine Zeit lebt in deinen Handen 
[My times dwell in thy hands …]97 

 

                                      

 

Figure 16  Three Langenberg pitchers, each with three different landscape paintings and applique of vines and leaves. A mystery 
regarding these pitchers: six have been found to date with applied relief moldings forming elaborate frames around the scenes 
painted on them.  They are often signed “E. H.”  The painting appears to have age and it was a common “folk art” home practice 
to decorate glass and pottery objects around the turn of the twentieth century. Whoever it was who created these works of art 



Last updated 1/18/2023 Copyright MadeFromClay.org. Do not reproduce without permission. Page 24 
Author: Mark Knipping 

(possibly for vases or other decorative use) had access to a lot of Langenberg pitchers and to our knowledge only Langenberg 
pitchers were redeployed in this fashion.  This suggests it was someone that resided in the Sheboygan County area.  One theory 
is that Edgar Hellum of Pendarvis, Mineral Point fame painted them as he was somewhat of an artist.  But casting doubt on this 
theory is the question, “How would he have obtained all of these pitchers?”  The pitchers show no wear from prior use which 
suggests that perhaps the artist had Langenberg as a direct source or bought a large cache of the pitchers many years ago. 
Once painted, however, they lost their utilitarian purpose as originally intended and instead became works of folk art. 

 

Figure 17  Plat of Franklin as of about 18??. Conrad Langenberg's home and pottery are in the lower right corner. 
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Figure 18  Conrad Ernst Langenberg, April 12, 1830 – July 16, 1899. 
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