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Wautoma Potteries 
Potterville Pottery - William D. Mosier 1855 to 1877 

Edwin Mosier and J. H. Williams 1877 to 1882 
 
       

Introduction 

The potteries of William and Edwin Mosier produced a diversity of wares exhibiting glazes that range 
from downright ugly to quite attractive. Colors run from yellow, tan, olive brown, grey to black often in 
combinations thereof. Often the ware appears to have been dipped in at least two glazes and allowed to 
run haphazardly over the pieces. Some of the earthenware pots, particularly those done in later years by 
Edwin, have lead glazes that resemble salt glaze. William initially marked pieces “W.D. MOSIER” and 
later “W.D. MOSIER & CO.” and occasionally included cobalt floral decorations. Edwin used a stencil for 
marking some of his pieces “EDWIN D. MOSIER MFR’ WAUTOMA WIS.” in with a hand painted capacity 
in cobalt and sometimes added cobalt highlights on the ear handles of his crocks. Unlike many other 
rural potters who labored in obscurity and little information of their lives has survived to the present 
time, Mosier comes vividly alive in the newspaper accounts of his time. 

 

Figure 1 Examples of pottery from the two Wautoma pottery sites. At left is a jar from the pre-Civil War period made at the 
Potterville site on the White River. At right is a three-gallon crock made at the second pottery built by Edwin Mosier in 1877. 
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Potterville Pottery - William D. Mosier 

The two Mosier pottery works operated for almost two decades in semi-rural locations four miles (three 
as the crow flies) south of the city of Wautoma in Town Dakota, Waushara County. This father-son 
enterprise is one of the oddest in Wisconsin's ceramic history as Mosier always contended, and his 
wares seem to bear him out, that he manufactured stoneware from local clays, though prevailing 
scientific studies discount this possibility: 

Stoneware clay. Stoneware is usually made of a semi-refractory clay, which burns to a 
vitrified body at from cone 6 to 8 and holds its form well in burning. A No. 2 fire clay is 
found to sometimes answer the requirements. Stoneware is rarely made from one clay 
alone, but usually from a mixture of clays. None of the Wisconsin clays observed [by 
1906] would serve for this purpose and it seems doubtful if any stoneware clays will be 
found in the state.1 

A second odd circumstance is that Mosier himself appears to have been something of a self-promoter 
who cultivated a friendship (or demanded acknowledgement) from the local newspaper editor and 
therefore received far more personal coverage than any other potter in Wisconsin thus far examined. 
This yields a more personal account, though one must be cautious as factual reporting sometimes might 
stray toward uncritical endorsement of a product advertised in the same print venue. The potter bad a 
real penchant for bombastic statements and overall puffery. Mosier also takes the prize for ill luck (or 
poor choices) and his was a growing litany of complaint for the hand dealt him in life.  

William Mosier was born in New York in 1802 and by 1850 his family appears in the Winnebago census.2 
Where he obtained his potting skills is unknown, but at middle age by this time, he must have learned 
the business in New York or at an interim stop in Ohio. In 1854 Mosier bought 160 acres and settled in 
sec. 13, Town Dakota, Waushara County, where a hamlet by the same name came into being just after 
1850 at a modest rapid on the White River which afforded an adequate waterpower to construct a flour 
mill by 1851: 

The first flouring mill in Waushara County was erected at the Village of Dakota by C. M. 
Seeley and D. R. Dakin, and was completed in December 1851. In the spring of 1854 it 
was burned down, and has never been rebuilt, but its excellent water power is still 
unused [in 1880].3 

The Dakota area seems to have been settled rather heavily by Yankees or American-born stock rather 
than by immigrants at this early date. And for whatever reason, these Americans held strong views 
regarding temperance or alcoholic beverages, though Demon Rum could easily be had by walking or 
riding 4 miles to nearby Wautoma, as we shall see presently: 

The Sons of temperance of Dakota intend holding a public meeting and Festive Assembly 
on Tuesday the 8th inst. ... Our sister town has the reputation of being the most 
thorough Temperance community in this section of the State ...4      
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Figure 2 In 1855 this notice in the Daily Free Democrat announced that Mosier had discovered clay and was building a pottery.5 

In August of 1858, the pottery was mentioned again in the newspaper: 

Town Dakota 
The town of Dakota was set off from Wautoma in November, 1851 .... Clinton Babcock 
erected a Saw Mill, at the place now known as Sonora (then Babcock Mills) in the year 
1849. The mill was built, and run the first year, by William Truesdell, who afterwards 
located in section 13, on White River, about two and a half miles below the Mill, at the 
place now called Potteryville [sic], or Billy Mosier's Brick yard .... There is upon the banks 
of White River, an extensive bed of Clay, of superior quality. W. D. Mosier is engaged in 
manufacturing Stone Ware and also a beautiful cream colored Brick, equal to any in the 
state.6 

This positive endorsement coincided with Mosier's placement of a paid advertisement and further 
notice just a week later:  

STONE WARE. Just look at Mosier's advertisement of “Stone Ware.” We have seen 
several specimens and should pronounce it first quality. The Clay from which his wares 
are manufactured is pronounced by workers of the article, to be second to none known. 
This will in time prove a source of wealth to its possessor. Mr. Mosier has now on hand a 
large quantity of wares, which he will dispose of on easy terms to Country merchants, 
and customers. We have just examined some specimens of beautiful cream colored Brick 
from Whiting's "Brick Yard."They are Hard, and we should think would be durable; we 
have seen none better in Wisconsin or any other State; they are fully equal to the famous 
Milwaukee brick.7  

                         STONEWARE. 
Potterville Pottery is ringing her bell. Clear the track with your red ware, and rye & 
Indian, and let her come through by daylight. MOSIER has chartered all the roads 
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between Sunrise and Sunset, and will leave his wares per order at all the principal 
depots, such as: BUTTER POTS, CREAM POTS, MILK PANS, CHURNS, JUGS, JARS, WATER 
PIPES, CHIMNEY TOPS, AND IN FACT EVERY THING EXCEPT POLITICIANS. Let me have 
your ready pay, and you can have it turned into good warranted STONE WARE AS EVER 
WAS MADE THIS SIDE OF Sun-rise. POTTERVILLE is situated on White River four miles 
south of Wautoma, or JOHN SHUMWA Y'S MILL. Direct orders to Box 34, Wautoma, Wis. 
- And they will be promptly attended to. WM. D. MOSIER.8 

 Just a month later:  

Stone Ware. W. D. Mosier has sent us another specimen of his Stone Ware. It can't be 
beat anywhere.9 

 And at month's end: 

Agricultural Fair ... held at Wautoma September 22 and 23 [1858] ... Report of the 
Committees and award of Premiums ... Mechanics and Farmers Implements ... Best 
Specimens of Stone ware, W. D. Mosier $2.0010  

A year later the editor reported: 

We called at Mr. Mosier's Pottery a few days since to see what he was doing, and found 
him getting up some of just the nicest stone ware, of various kinds, that we ever saw. 
Any person wishing to purchase stone ware, will do well to call on Mr. Mosier, If they 
want a material that is just the thing and will never wear out.11  

The nearby brick yard also received notice by the editor, ever ready to promote local commerce, 
industry, and economic development: 

Brick 
The subscriber has on hand a large quantity of BRICK for SALE, at his Brick Kiln in the Town of 
Dakota, two and a half miles from Wautoma, on the "Old Pinery Road." Several thousand WELL 
BRICK of a new and excellent pattern for sale. Price $7.00 per 1,000.  
Dakota, August 18, 1859.                                                                                     
A. B. Whiting12 

The Argus was back again four months later, promoting the local clay industries: 

... in building material, Waushara [County] is well supplied .... There is also plenty of clay 
suitable for the manufacture of brick, while in certain localities is found a superior article 
of clay adapted to the manufacture of stone-ware, ornaments, and chimneys for building 
…13 

The 1860 Census provides a glimpse of pottery operations, which much more closely resemble common 
earthenware production when compared with stoneware factories operating in Milwaukee and 
Menasha. William Mosier (55) and his wife Eliza (52) both were born in New York. EIder son Byron (14) 
was born in Ohio, where a stoneware tradition was solidly established by that time, while younger son 
Edwin (11) hailed from Wisconsin. Mosier reported $300 in real estate and the same amount as his 
personal estate.14 
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The following name in the census enumeration is that of Christian Gasser (34), also a potter, born in 
Switzerland, married to Adeline (35) from New York. They reported daughter Ida A. was born in 
Wisconsin just three months earlier. Gasser reported not owning any real estate and had a personal 
estate of $150, suggesting he worked at Mosier's pottery. 

In another odd circumstance the census reported two potteries in Town Dakota, though available 
sources indicate only Mosier's establishment was in operation at that time. The 'Potterville Pottery' 
reported capital investment of $1000 and indicated a water wheel supplied motive power. Three hands 
over the age of 16 were employed at $68 in monthly wages; Mosier's two sons were too young at 14 
and 11 to be reported but probably helped in the business as weIl. They reported using 50 tons of clay at 
no cost and 60 cords of wood valued at $140 to produce 20,000 gallons of "all kinds" of ware valued at 
$2,000.15 

The second establishment, the ”Bright Water Pottery” then was valued at $500 and also reported a 
water wheel to provide motive power. Here three hands also were reported at a monthly cost of $68. 
They are reported to have used 96 tons of clay for which they reported no cost and 120 cords of wood 
valued at $280 to produce 19,200 gallons of "all kinds" of ware 4 valued at $1,920. It appears that either 

a second phantom pottery 
opened in 1860 to disappear 
immediately thereafter, or 
potter Mosier was recorded 
twice and told two different 
stories about his operation. The 
two accounts differ in capital 
investment and amount of 
materials used, but otherwise 
agree to an uncanny degree for 
labor, wages, motive power, 
pottery production and its value. 
As we shall see, W. D. Mosier 
was quite willing to spin a yarn to 
gain a perceived advantage.  

The same census year also 
recorded the nearby White River 
Brick Yard, with capital 
investment of $600, and a water 
wheel for motive power. Four 
hands were employed for 2 
months at $80 in wages per 
month. They utilized 400 tons of 
clay valued at $75, 100 tons of 
sand at $25 and 30 cords of 
wood at $30 to produce 800,000 
brick valued at $560.16 The local 

Figure 3  Starting 1861 Mosier advertised an offer to sell a full or partial 
interest in his three-story pottery factory on the White River. This idea could 
explain the sudden appearance of the Bright Water pottery in the census - he 
simply divided assets in half and recorded two potteries instead of one in the 
census. There was probably just one pottery, but he was illustrating that two 
potteries could operate from one facility. It did not sell but this ad ran until 
1863 when he left to fight in the Civil War. Interestingly, his ads ran in a Berlin, 
a town that already had a pottery factory. Pottersville was a Sauk County town 
formed by potters who immigrated from Staffordshire England under an 1840’s 
program by the Potters’ Joint Emigration Society to relocate potters to 
Wisconsin to take up farming. The brick business was not included in this offer. 
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brick burned a yellow color in contrast to Mosier's pottery, the body of which has a grey appearance 
beneath the glaze. 

Two years later the pottery received notice once again: 

A few days since Mr. Mosier of the firm of W. D. Mosier & Co., arrived in this place with a 
large load of stoneware, manufactured by him at his pottery, near Wautoma, from a bed 
of clay which is equal to any in the United States. Having tried the ware we can 
recommend it equal to any that we have ever seen. Mr. Mosier found ready sale for his 
large load of ware, and every one speaks in the highest terms of the articles. -- Waupaca 
Spirit. 

 We have tried the ware manufactured by W. D. Mosier & Co., and do not hesitate to 
say that it merits the above commendation. It is equal to any we have ever seen. Mr. 
Mosier, or Uncle Billy as he is familiarly [sic] called hereabouts, is one of the pioneers of 
Waushara county, and has been for years in experimenting with the clay upon his 
premises, and has succeeded in producing a first rate artic1e of stoneware. Uncle Billy is 
a jolly old fellow, honest and fair dealing - just the man to make a trade with.17 

 

Figure 4 In 1861, Mosier established a depot to sell his wares through an agent, grocer George Roberts. The pottery was well off 
the beaten path so not much ware could be sold directly from the pottery. 

Of course, the big news at this time was the Civil War, raging in the south and not going particularly well 
for the northern cause. President Lincoln realized that a poorly paid volunteer army ($13 a month when 
common labor received $1 a day, skilled workers $2) could not possibly crush the rebellion in 90 days as 
first hoped, and accordingly instituted a draft to go into effect in September 1862. Suddenly there was a 
mad rush to enlist and thereby collect a nice recruitment bonus before the draft collared the enlisted 
and sent you off to war without the cash. Mosier squeaked in just before the deadline, though he 
expressed his enlistment in more magnanimous terms: 

True Patriotism. 
Wm. W. [sic] Mosier, who has for several years been proprietor of an extensive pottery in 
the town of Dakota, discontinued his business and with three of the men employed by 
him, enlisted in Capt. Swain's company. MI. Mosier' s business was a remunerative one, 
and rapidly increasing, and the sacrifice on his part was a great one. With this species of 
patriotism firing the hearts of our people we need not fear the result of the present 
strife. At the meeting on Monday, Mr. M. remarked that they expected to be back by 
next spring in season for spring planting, and that he would yet make their churns, 
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crocks and pots for them. "But," said he, "we will never return until the flag of rebellion is 
trampled under our feet, and the stars and stripes wave over all Dixie." Three cheers and 
a tiger for Uncle Billy!18 

So, as many other Wisconsin potters did during the conflict, Mosier shut his operation down.  

     

Figure 5 The Mosier pieces above likely date to prior to the Civil War. They are all marked “W D. Mosier.” The bottles are all 
early forms. Private Collections. 

 

  

Figure 6 Unusual “W. D. Mosier” one half gallon jug stamped on the top of the handle, the only stamp in this location the 
authors have seen on a Wisconsin made pot. Private Collection. 
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Mosier' s enlistment document describes him as a potter, born in Malter, New York. He stated that he 
was 41 years old, married, stood 5 feet 6 inches tall with blue eyes, dark hair, and a light complexion. He 
enlisted in Company G, 30th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry as a teamster or 'Wagoner' on August 20, 
1862 and was mustered in or enrolled at Madison on Oct. 21 of that year.19 Prior to departure for 
Madison, Company G performed exercise and drill for the hometown citizens to see:  

The "Waushara Freemen," Capt. Swain, are now quartered in this place [Wautoma], and 
had their first muster for drill to-day. They are a fine looking body of men and no 
company that has left the State will show a better average of weight, muscle, and 
intelligence. They will probably be assigned to the 30th Reg't.20 

While still at home, Mosier found time to exercise his prerogative as Justice of the Peace: 

MARRIED In the town of Dakota, September 4th, 1862, by Wm. D. Mosier, Esq., Mr. 
William __ to Mrs. Rhoda Thompson, both of Dakota.21 

The Company continued to drill in the streets of Wautoma through September and early October: 

The ‘Waushara Freemen’ now in quarters here, have daily drills and give quite an 
animated appearance to our streets in their marching, counter-marching, firing, etc. 
They are becoming rapidly proficient in drill and present a soldierly appearance. Messrs. 
Crocker and Olds furnish them edibles, got up in a style that gives entire satisfaction to 
the boys, [though] they can hardly expect to fare so sumptuously in Uncle Sam' s 
service.22 

But all good things must come to an end:  

                  Departure of ‘Waushara Freemen.’  
This company left Wautoma on Saturday last [Oct. 11, 1862]. They go into camp at 
Madison, and are assigned to the 30th Regiment.23 

The following spring found the regiment still quartered at Camp Randall in Madison, from whence 
Mosier attempted to divest of his farm and pottery business: 

                   A Rare Chance to take a Fortune.  
W. D. Mosier, having enlisted for the war, is desirous of disposing of all his other 
business. He offers for sale his Pottery, and the farm connected therewith, at a bargain. 
This Pottery is in complete order for operation and the bed of clay is the only one in the 
state that will manufacture stone ware, and it is warranted to make ware fully equal to 
the famous New Jersey clay. The premises will be sold or a partner taken. A specimen of 
the clay will be sent upon application. Address W. D. Mosier, Co. G, 30th Regiment Wis. 
Vol, Camp Randall, Madison, Wis.24 

The very same newspaper painted a sympathetic portrait of potter Mosier, at home on leave:  

                        A Personal Military Item. 
 We are always glad to meet the defenders of our country, whether resigned, 
discharged, furloughed or "home on a bust." So we thought when Uncle Billy Mosier, 
Wagoner of Co. G, and Assistant Chaplain of the 30th Regiment, honored our sanctum 
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with his presence the other day. Uncle Billy has been home on a disability furlough, and, 
notwithstanding the delicate and precarious state of his physical system, his patriotic 
emotions, too powerful to be controlled, will not permit him longer to absent himself 
from his arduous yet agreeable duties. He left for his regiment last week and unless 
"cleaned out" or sooner discharged, is bound to see the rebellion squelched.25 

Much of Civil War service was left to happenstance, as it all depended upon where and when a regiment 
happened to be sent by Washington officialdom. Certain regiments suffered terrible battle casualties at 
places such as Chancellorsville or Gettysburg while others succumbed to malaria, dysentery, scurvy, and 
malnutrition, losing hundreds of men to disease and exposure in the miasmatic swamps and fetid river 
bottoms of the steamy south. But not the 30th Infantry:  

The services of this regiment differ from all the other regiments of the State, in the fact 
that up to March, 1864, the most of it had been retained in the State, in duties 
pertaining to the enforcement of the draft.26 

This regiment usually served on a Company-by-Company basis, being sent to numerous counties to 
protect Draft Commissioners, to hunt down delinquent draftees under the enrollment, and to guard the 
Ozaukee County draft rioters who were interned in Camp Randall's 'Bull Pen' at Madison. Later they 
guarded Confederate prisoners of war confined at the same place. Several companies took part in 
guarding western military posts from possible Indian attack in Missouri and Montana. Mosier's Co. G 
was stationed in the Lake Superior country in 1863, doing garrison duty at Fort Snelling, while other 
companies proceeded to Dakota Territory to construct Fort Wadsworth on the James River.27 It appears 
that during all of their service they never heard a shot fired in anger, though 69 members of the 
regiment died, 52 deserted, 340 were discharged early and only 712 remained for muster out in 1865. 
Mosier spent an unspecified period of time at home on medical furlough, and finally was discharged 
April 7, 1864, from a hospital at Davenport, Iowa for a medical disability before the rest of the regiment 
moved south for more garrison duty.28 

On a happier note, Mosier was able to witness the marriage of his daughter Clarinda to potter Theodore 
F. Vanarsdale who worked in the pottery and usually appears in the record as 'Frank'. Van Arsdale also 
served in Co. G of the 30th Regiment as Private to Dec. 1863 and as Corporal thereafter. He was born in 
Norwalk, Connecticut, was 22 years old in 1862, stood 5 feet 4 inches tall with blue eyes, light hair, and a 
light complexion.29  

Married 
Van Arsdale - Mosier - On the 3d inst. [Oct. 3, 1866], 8 by the Rev. L. E. Palmer, at the 
residence of W. D. Mosier, Esq., Potterville, Mr. T. F. Van Arsdale to Miss Clarinda 
Mosier.30 

As part of a new public persona, Mosier began mixing military-sounding terminology and reference to 
his army service into his advertisements and public statements: 

BRICK AT AUCTION. 
The undersigned has on hand a quantity of Brick and Stone-Ware, and is making more, 
such as Churns, Milk-pans, Butter-pots, Cream-pots, Jugs, Jars, in fact all kinds of Stone-
Ware, which he offers to sell to the highest bidder, reserving one bid only. Sale to 
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commence Oct. 8, 1866, at sunrise, and continue from day to day, Sundays excepted, 
until all is sold. Bids taken from Waushara and adjoining Counties, goods delivered and 
money taken. Address me at Box 34, Wautoma, a thriving little village three miles north-
west of Potterville. Look out for counterfeit ware. None is genuine unless my name is 
stamped upon it. Given at Head Quarters this 7th day of October 1866.  

W.D. Mosier                                                        
Commander of Post.31 

 
The above statement may be significant in terms of identifying Mosier pottery today. Numerous pieces 
turn up in the Wautoma area bearing an impressed stamp reading simply "W. D. MOSIER". We also 
know that W. D. Mosier's son Edwin later opened a second pottery at a different location nearby, and 
that he stenciled his crocks with his own name, but stamped wares have not yet been found in Edwin's 
waster dump. Perhaps the unmarked and yet Mosier-like pottery found in the area date to Edwin's later 
venture, or to his pottery location when it was operated by John H. Williams at a later date still. Or 
perhaps the grand statement that “none is genuine unless my name is stamped upon it" is just more 
hyperbole. 

At some point, probably after his return from military service, Mosier started marking his pottery with 
“W. D. Mosier & Co.” likely to recognize the “family affair” involvement of his sons Byron and Edwin, as 
well son-in-law, Frank Van Arsdale. 

Figure 7 These are stamped "W.D. MOSIER & CO." The piece on the Wisconsin Decorative Arts Database. The jug is from a 
private collection. 
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More bad luck just four years later: 

Struck By Lightning. - During a heavy thunder shower on the morning of July 24th [1870], 
the lightning struck the Kiln connected with W. D. Mosier's pottery about five miles south 
of this village. There were about two thousand gallons of stone ware in the kiln at the 
time which was badly broken. The Kiln was also badly shattered by the lightning. The 
damage is estimated at from two to three hundred dollars. There was no insurance on 
the property.32 

This sad occurrence was amplified in a longer follow-up article a week later: 

                         Mosier's Pottery. 
In our last issue we mentioned the fact that the kiln connected with W. D. Mosier's 
Pottery was struck by lightning and badly shattered. It was supposed at the time that the 
kiln could be repaired, and arrangements had been made to that end; but on Sunday 
morning last the whole structure fell with a crash that was heard for some distance 
around. The kiln is now a mass of ruins, and a portion of the ware which was wedged in 
so that it could not be removed was completely destroyed. The loss falls heavily on Mr. 
Mosier during these hard times, and were he possessed of less energy and pluck than he 
is, we should look to see him yield to circumstances, and give up the job in despair. We 
have known Mr. Mosier for thirteen years, [that would be 1857, one year before first 
appearing in the newspaper] during all of which time he has labored to build up his 
business and to place in the hands of his patrons an article of stone ware second to none 
in the state. Experiments in the best methods of preparing and moulding the clay and in 
applying the glazing have been made by him from time to time, until this summer he has 
been able to furnish a superior article of stone ware. It is claimed by him (and we believe 
truthfully) that his is the only bed of clay for making stone ware in the State. All other 
establishments procure their clay for stone ware from distant states at considerable 
expense, while Mr. Mosier has an inexhaustible bed of it adjoining his pottery. 

The many friends of Mr. Mosier have not forgotten the fact that during the war, and at a 
time when his business affairs demanded his personal attention, he dropped everything 
of a business nature, shouldered his musket and marched to the front in defense of the 
old flag. He remained in the service, doing his duty as a soldier, until honorably 
discharged, when he returned to his home, to find his business in a neglected condition 
and his pottery closed. He at once turned his attention to building up the neglected 
business and winning back his old customers, and had succeeded beyond his most 
sanguine expectations, when the lightning struck the kiln and closed operations for the 
present. Mr. Mosier has made arrangements to rebuild the kiln at once, and in the 
meantime hopes to be able to fill all orders for ware from the stock which he has on 
hand.33 

"Shouldered his musket and marched to the front" indeed. He enlisted as a teamster or wagon driver, 
who generally rode rather than marched anywhere. And unless Camp Randall in Madison and Fort 
Snelling in Minnesota were considered "the front," Mosier never got farther south than a hospital in 
Iowa. The only Johnny Rebs he ever saw was while he was guarding Confederate prisoners of war 
interned in the 'Bull Pen' at Camp Randall in Madison. In short, there is no evidence that he ever held a 
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musket in his hands, and he certainly never got to visit the sunny South during his period of service, but 
the article apparently was intended to stir u up sympathy for Mosier rather than report the "news."  

In another happy note, potter son Edwin was married at the end of the same month: 

MARRIED. Mosier - Currier. At the residence of the officiating minister, Rev. J. W. 
Donaldson, in this village, on the 24th inst., Mr. Edwin D. Mosier, and Miss Lucy M. 
Currier, both of Dakota, Wis.34 

In the census of 1870, W. D. Mosier gave his age as 64, somehow aging 23 years over the last 8, 
suggesting a bit of hocus pocus when he joined the army (he enlisted in 1862 giving his age as 41, 
perhaps trying to appear younger and therefore eligible to sign up and collect a bonus and monthly 
paycheck). Wife Eliza continued "keeping house" and son Edwin, 20, still remained at home.35 Both men 
now reported their occupation as "farmer" though the pottery still was in operation on a year around 
basis. Mosier reported capital investment of $1,000 and still utilized a water wheel for motive power to 
drive "1 clay mill." Four male hands over 16 years received $1,000 in wages during the 12-month 
operating season, consuming 150 cords of wood ($300) and 100 tons of clay ($100) to produce 30,000 
gallons of "stone ware" valued at $3,000. Potter son-in-law Frank Van Arsdale, 30, is the very next 
person enumerated, suggesting he lived next door with Mosier's daughter Clarinda, 29, and was one of 
the 4 employees listed for the pottery.36 

Mosier's agricultural production indicates a growing diversified farm. He owned 160 acres of which 25 
were improved lands and 135 acres unimproved valued at $1,500 and implements valued at $50. He 
paid out $20 in wages during the previous year. Livestock included 2 horses, 1 cow, 2 working oxen and 
1 "other cattle" valued at $150. He raised 100 bu. of Spring wheat, 150 bu. rye, 50 bu. "Indian" corn, 25 
bu. buckwheat, 30 tons of hay and 100 bu. Of "Irish" potatoes. Farm products included 250 lbs. of 
butter, 35 lbs. wool, 300 lbs. cheese, and $60 value of "animals slaughtered" (apparently the sheep, as 
he reported wool production but no sheep on the farm). He listed $15 in unspecified "home mfg." (often 
products such as honey or maple syrup at that time) and annual farm income of $700.37 

Son-in-law Frank Van Arsdale next door reported a farm of 120 acres (75% of Mosier's farm size), 40 of 
which were improved and 80 acres unimproved but valued at only $300. This was only 20% of Mosier' s 
farm value even with a larger number of improved acres, again suggesting some hocus pocus was afoot 
to inflate the value of Mosier's farm. Van Arsdale reported 1 cow and "swine" valued at $40. He cut 10 
tons of hay, produced 40 lbs. of wool, and dug 25 bu. of "Irish" potatoes. The cow' s milk was churned 
into 100 lbs. of butter ($5) and he indicated $60 in animals slaughtered. Like Mosier his farm produced 
wool but reported no sheep, suggesting these were slaughtered. Van Arsdale reported annual farm 
production of $154.38 

More ill luck the following year:  

High Wind and Fires. 
Saturday was the most unpleasant day we ever experienced in this locality. The wind 
blew a perfect gale all-day from the southwest and south. During the afternoon a fire 
broke out about five miles south of the village [of Wautoma] and swept everything 
before it for miles. At one time it was reported that several dwellings were consumed, 
but later reports show that the damage was confined to the destruction of barns, sheds, 
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fences and growing timber. The principal sufferers are E. Mosier, barn; Mrs. Hays, barn 
and shed; A. B. Whiting, L. Wilcox, Geo. Raymond, W. W. Raymond and James, nearly all 
their fences...39 

 A week later the potter received some good news: 

Town Officers ....                                                     
Dakota ... 

Justices - E. Bassett, John Shorey, W. D. Mosier.40 

But later that year things turned again:  

Accident. -- Mr. John H. Whiting had his left hand crushed between two rollers in the 
Pottery of W. D. Mosier, in Dakota, about a week ago, injuring the hand so badly that he 
has been laid up with it since.41 

More endorsements appeared three years later: 

Pottery and Fire Brick of Home Manufacture. -- Many of our readers may not be aware 
that there is a manufactory for making these articles near Wautoma in Waushara 
County. Mr. W. D. Mosier, the proprietor, is deserving of credit for his enterprise in this 
direction. We believe he has the only bed of clay suitable for making pottery, in this 
state, all the clay used in other establishments being brought from New Jersey. Mr. 
Mosier's pottery is equal to that made in any other factory, and we have seen 
testimonials from several of our leading manufacturers, who have used his fire brick and 
are are [sic] highly pleased with it. It has the additional advantage of costing less than 
half what it can be bought for in Milwaukee. We would advise all to encourage home 
manufacture, especially when as in this case, it will save money. -- Berlin Courant.  

The above remarks about a well known establishment near this village are worthy of a 
careful perusal. The bed of clay is the only one in the West from which first-class pottery 
or fire-brick can be manufactured, a fact admitted by those who have experimented in 
the matter. The clay out of which the Oshkosh pottery is made comes from New Jersey, 
and all fire brick used in the West comes from the same place. When we look this fact 
square in the face, it will readily be seen that a valuable property and a large business 
could be built up by the aid of a small amount of capital invested in the bank of clay 
owned by Mr. Mosier, and which a lack of capital prevents him from making the most 
profitable use of. Had we railway communication the products of this clay would find 
their way exsively [sic] into market.  

The following testimonials from prominent businessmen of Berlin show what value is placed upon the 
fire bricks manufactured by Mr. Mosier: 

Berlin, Wis., Feb. 4, 1874. W. D. Mosier - Dear Sir - We have used your Fire Brick for 
nearly two years, and consider them superior to all others. Forbes & Woodworth, 
Proprietors, Berlin City Mills. I certify to the above statement being true.                                                 
A Huntsinger, Engineer. 
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Berlin, Wis., Feb. 4, 1874. We have used the Fire-Brick manufactured by Mr. Mosier, and 
found them to stand as well as any brick we have used. Carhart, Wright & Co.  

We have used Mr. W. D. Mosier's Fire Brick in our cupola and they proved to be equal to 
the Buffalo Brick. Davis & Pugh. Excelsior Foundry, Berlin, Wis. 

I have used Mr. Mosier's Brick in my cupola and find them superior to all others that I 
have ever used. G. N. Smith. 

Mr. Mosier has been manufacturing pottery and brick extensively this winter, and is 
preparing to give his customers a call at an early day. As our most extensive dealer in 
articles of stone ware pronounce his ware equal to any in the market, of course the 
home dealers will not order their spring supplies until his call is made, but will give home 
manufactures the full benefit of their patronage.42 

The casual compliment paid by rival city Berlin's newspaper set the stage for the above escalation by 
Wautoma, which apparently sparked a sharp response from the former. Of course, The Waushara Argus 
editor seized the moment to once again take aim at their rival: 

The [Berlin] Courant says that Mr. W. D. Mosier has a pottery establishment near 
Wautoma and is making excellent ware. Now let Mr. M. bring his business to Berlin and 
he will have a sure road to a fortune. - Berlin Journal. 

We think we see Uncle Billy toting several acres of clay 25 miles in order that he may call 
his ware "Berlin Pottery," or to be on the "sure road to fortune." Pray, is Fortune only to 
be reached by starting at Berlin, and is the Journal competent to issue "through 
tickets?43 

One week later:  

Uncle Billy Mosier is now on the warpath, and dealers in pottery will soon see him at 
their doors with a full supply of articles of his own manufacture. His ware has become 
better from year to year as he gained experience in its manufacture, until now he 
supplies a really first-class article, and should receive the patronage of our people.44 

And the following month:  

Town Officers .... Dakota .... Justices - G. W. Witter, W. D. Mosier, D. P. Bugh, H. 
Boardman .... Sealer [whatever that was] - W. D. Mosier.45 

Two months later, a hint at social dysfunction in the pottery: "One of Mr. Mosier's potters is insane, and 
has caused considerable trouble.”46 It is possible that this was the potter who at times ventured into 
Wautoma's drinking establishments, as we shall hear later. 

It seems odd that news regarding Mosier and his pottery took an alternate good and bad nature, but the 
very next month something positive appeared: a trip to the pottery itself.  

Hearing much of "Mosier's Pottery," and having been often urged by the jolly proprietor 
thereof to see the establishment, we resolved one torrid day to "beard the lion in his 
den." A four-mile walk on an extremely warm day is no small undertaking to a man who 



  
 

Last updated 11/11/2022 Copyright MadeFromClay.org. Do not reproduce without permission. Page 15 
Author: Mark Knipping & Henry Hecker 
 

has "a constitutional diathesis antagonistic to sweat," but we summoned up courage to 
start, accompanied by some misgivings as to the result, a gun and a friend. We took the 
road southward from Wautoma, that runs by way of Sonora to Dakota. If there is 
anything worse to a lazy man than hard work, it is brisk walking on a hot spring day. But 
the scenery along the way is considerable of a recompense for the shedding of much 
sweat. Henry Munson's park is a remarkable work of art, and resembles somewhat the 
"Bull-Pen" of '64, a structure in which some of us whiled away many happy hours [a 
reference to guarding draft rioters and Confederate prisoners of war being held by 
Mosier' s regiment at Camp Randall, Madison]. From this we have a fine view of 
Johnson's hop house. After a season of earnest and persistent efforts to make one leg 
keep ahead of its mate, the scene of "Benham's match factory" breaks upon our view. 
Benham is departed this scene of his labors, but the match still holds out. White river 
runs past the bridge nearby as fast as ever it can on its way to turn Mosier's wheel, 
which grinds the clay. A little further on one comes to the ruins of Sonora, once a nice 
village, now known only by a dilapidated mill dam and a hole in the ground said to be 
the cellar of the Sonora Hotel, which once was, but now is not. The river that runs along 
here has the traditional "pebbly bottom" "clear, cold water," and rapid current that we 
read of.  It "ripples" over the pebbles and "murmurs" along toward Fox river, like a true 
Yankee stream. We go by the school-house and find a woman who is thinking of getting 
a divorce because her husband is seeking the promised land every decade in an ox 
wagon. Whew! bless my spectacles, what is this! A school marm! Snug figure, intelligent, 
healthy face, big dinner basket well filled, showing a healthy digestion, and all the rest. 
Who wouldn't be Chipman and superintend such as these? But we cannot dwell on these 
pleasant subjects. Time is passing and space is scarce.  

We trudge along, and soon begin to see fragments of broken jugs, and sections of brick 
along the way - sure signs that the pottery is near at hand. A house on the hillside, and a 
large building on the creek bank, with "slathers" of pots and jugs by its wall was a better 
evidence of the fact of our arrival at the sought for place than a guide-book of this 
region would have been. Then here is a monster "crock" made of bricks with a wooden 
shell outside it. Surely this must be his sign. "Uncle Billy" is found nursing a pair of very 
red looking eyes, caused by watching the fire at night in burning his ware. Under his 
guidance we interviewed the elephant. The Pottery is situated in the town of Dakota, 
upon the right [west] bank of White river, below the union of the two branches. The clay 
bed is of unknown extent, but as it is large enough to satisfy the demands of the business 
as long as the present generation will have any use for jugs, it is unnecessary to survey it. 
The clay is peculiar, being minus stones, "clay-dogs," etc. which make potters unhappy, 
but is of the best quality for the purpose. There is none in the country like it; it is all on 
Mosier's farm and no doubt was put there for his express benefit by the Almighty Potter 
(not the Senator). A large building situated near the bank of the river is the workshop 
and the store house for the unburned ware. The clay is dug near this shop, is shoveled 
into the basement and is here ground by a mill turned by a breast wheel which has 
White river for a power to keep it moving. When of proper consistency, it is taken to the 
first story, weighed out in pieces sufficiently large to make the object intended, is placed 
upon the surface of a wheel turning horizontally and moved by foot power, and is turned 
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to the proper shape by using the fingers for chisels. When finished the object is soft and 
pliable and must be laid carefully away until dried sufficiently to be put in the kiln to be 
fired. What at first was supposed to be a sign proved to be his burning kiln. The bricks 
and ware are placed in this in such a manner as to allow the fire to pass up freely, and 
are subjected to a continuous heat until the clay is completely changed. They are cooled 
slowly in the kiln to prevent injury by the air and are then ready for sale. Those little boys 
who delight in mud pies would make good potters. It is mud all the time from the clay to 
the ware, and then it is baked mud. And this shop is a "mud hole" in very truth. Mr. 
Mosier has been on this place for a number of years. Lacking means from the beginning, 
and having no knowledge of his material, he has yet built himself up a nice business, has 
learned yearly more and more of the necessary processes through which he must put his 
clay to give the best results, and his ware has become better and better every year until 
it is the best in market. With ample capital to work this clay bed and all the improved 
machinery it might be made an extremely profitable business. It is hoped Mr. Mosier will 
be able to bring about this result, and reap the reward of many years of discouraging 
and unappreciated labor.47 

                      

 

Figure 8 Mosier’s later ware is quite accomplished in terms of form, decoration, and glazes.  From top left clockwise: Cobalt 
decorated storage jar, batter jug with wire bail, exquisitely rendered pitcher, spittoon, rose or spice bowl with dark glaze, similar 
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bowl with dark glaze, similar bowl in a lighter glaze. Lower left is the “W. D. MOSIER & CO.” stamp used on these pieces.   
Private Collections. 

More of the odd alternate arrival of good and bad news. For just a week later: 

Uncle Billy Mosier has come to grief. Several days ago he had a valuable mare kicked in 
the pasture of M. S. Gustin. Soon after she began bleeding at the nose. On Saturday she 
died. An examination showed that her ribs were broken and her lungs injured, thereby 
causing her death. Horses are not to be had for the asking, and men of limited means 
find it difficult to buy when they want them. We suspect that Mr. Mosier has many 
dollars due him from his customers, and now would be a good time to pay an honest 
debt, and help a worthy man out of a tight place. Try it.48 

Sometimes it is difficult to sort out ill luck from poor choices, but Mosier had it all: 

Last Saturday Ed. Mosier, son of the jolly potteryman, went into the yard to shoot a 
chicken for dinner. He found the chick at one end of the straw-stack. In cocking his gun it 
was prematurely discharged, having little effect upon the intended victim, but bringing 
Uncle Billy’s best team-horse to the earth with an ugly wound in the shoulder. Mosier is 
now anxious that his customers come to the front with money enough to enable him to 
purchase another.49 

In addition to reporting the unfortunate incident, the newspaper was able to slip in more reference to 
Mosier's Civil War service by using the phrase "come to the front," again mixing pathos and patriotism to 
generate sympathy and more business for the potter. The next notice continued the bad news trend and 
may reference the earlier report of insanity at the pottery:  

One of Uncle Billy Mosier's potters broke loose on Saturday, got pretty drunk, and 
proposed to show people here [in Wautoma] that "death was cheap," first with a brick 
for a weapon and afterwards, when Sheriff Coon took the knife away, and put the 
"bracelets" on him until he got quiet.50 

It appears that Mosier was in serious financial difficulty that same year, for just a week after his potter 
got into trouble Mosier lost a 40-acre parcel of his farm in a foreclosure sale: 

                      Foreclosure Sale. 

In Circuit Court- Waushara County, Wisconsin. James Webster against William D. Mosier 
and Hannah E. Mosier. 

By virtue of a judgement in the above entitled cause (being on foreclosure of mortgage) I 
shall expose for sale and sell at public auction to the highest bidder at the front door of 
the Court House, in the village of Wautoma, in the county Waushara, on the 24th day of 
June. A. D. 1876, between the hours of ten and eleven 0'clock in the forenoon of that 
day, the following described real estate situate in the county of Waushara and state of 
Wisconsin, viz: The south west quarter (SW 1/4) of Section thirteen, Town eighteen 
north, of Range ten east. 

Dated May the 5th, A. D. 1876.  
Ira P. Coon, Sheriff.  
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Gabe Bouck, Pl'ffs. Atty.   Waushara County, Wis.51 

A week later the plight of the drunken or insane potter was more thoroughly discussed: 

In The Argus of the 3d inst. a mention was made of the fact that one of Mosier's potters 
came to Wautoma, got drunk, kicked up a disturbance, and was taken in charge by 
Sheriff Coon, until such time as he got sober. We find the following in the last [Berlin] 
Courant, and believing in fair play, we give it for what it is worth: 

Wautoma, May 9, 1876 - In the Waushara Argus of May 3d, an account is given of one 
of Mosier' s potters breaking loose, etc. The Argus is very careful to state only one side of 
the affair. One would think the potter to be a desperado. Now Wautoma, like other small 
towns, has a set of young men whose sole occupation it is to watch strangers, and if he 
goes into a saloon his steps are dogged and if he becomes a little mellow he is caught by 
the clothing and pulled, pushed and cuffed around as freely as a pillow in the hands of 
playful urchins in the morning before they don their garments. It seems to make no 
difference to the officers of the town so long as the boys leave enough of their victim to 
put the bracelets on. The potter came off easily - only his coat [was] torn. He picked up a 
piece of brick - not to take life, but to protect himself - but dropped it when told to do so 
by the officer. He was then told to leave town - not by the road he generally goes, but 
another, thinking to evade the crowd. After he had turned the first corner and was 
beginning to congratulate himself on his safe exit, he beheld the crowd awaiting him on 
another corner. Then he bethought himself and opened his knife. Stood and thought the 
matter over and concluded to go back to the main street and put himself under the 
protection of the officers. He went back, not thinking about the knife still open in his 
hand. But that was enough. The sheriff saw a knife - "his chance had come," as he 
afterwards expressed it. No need [to] say anything about the arrest, only it was done in 
the most brutal manner; but after the arrest was made and the officer was jerking him 
along, the potter's remonstrance to the Sheriff that he was hurting him was met with the 
kind reply: "I ought to have kicked your d_d head off!" The Sheriff took him into the bar-
room of the hotel and kept him there until advised by one of the leading business men of 
the town to let him go. Such are the facts. TINKTOM.  

The idea to be gathered from reading the above is that Mr. W. [probably John H. 
Williams], the party referred to, is an injured angel. As we understand the matter, he is 
naturally a rather fine young man, but has become dissipated. He comes to Wautoma 
occasionally and almost invariably gets the worse for liquor. At the time mentioned, he 
was very drunk, was picked upon by the younger boys, as he would have been anywhere, 
and in return got a brick and proposed showing them that "death was cheap" as he 
expressed it. The Sheriff made him lay this down. He soon had a clasp-knife in his hand, 
making similar threats, and the Sheriff took this away from him, and having occasion to 
use him somewhat roughly in carrying him to the hotel, where he put him in irons until 
such time as he got quiet, when one of the "leading business men" (Will. Edwards) 
advised him to let him go. We have no occasion to make his case worse than it is, or to 
defend the Sheriff for ill-usage, if he received any, or the boys for taking his bottle of 
whisky from him. But to make the case as light as possible, he was drunk, threatened to 
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kill, and was arrested by the Sheriff. He may have had a perfect right to get drunk and 
make threats. The law makes it the duty of the Sheriff to take charge of such men. Just 
how any person of sense can make the offender a wingless angel and the Sheriff a 
demon, as the above article does, is more than we can understand. There is considerable 
more 'tinktom' than sense in it.52 

Yet, in spite of crazy and drunken workers and foreclosure upon part of his farm, the Argus editor noted 
in the same issue that Mosier still was selling his stoneware in the area. 

Apparently, he bought or borrowed a horse or two to make his deliveries:  

Uncle Billy Mosier is parading the country with big loads of stoneware now-a-days, proof 
that he has a lively demand for his manufactures somewhere.53  

The pottery company business was running at the site of [Bugh and Wiesner's brickyard] 
before bricks were made there. Pottery waste was used for fill on the roads leading to 
the White River banks. Years ago this waste fill was visible on the roads and along the 
[river] banks. "Pottery requires better clay than that used for bricks." ... The late Allen 
Deuel worked as a salesman at the pottery works, with the jars, pots, etc., sold by the 
gallon." (Some jugs held thirty gallons and sold at ten cents a gallon.) "The pottery 
procedure: A treadle was worked with the feet. A bunch of clay was placed on [a 
revolving disc connected to and powered by] the treadle. When the treadle was turned 
the clay was held between the thumb and finger and pushed up into the shape wanted. 
The clay was then baked, fired and brought out and glazed and fired again." Glazing clay 
was found in other areas along the river banks. The veins were smalI, and of not enough 
quantity to continue the industry.54 

This appears to be about the end of W. D. Mosier's pottery business, as later in the summer of 1876 he 
rented or leased his pottery to another party:  

Uncle Billy" Mosier has let his Pottery for the next year to Wilbur Farington. All sorts of 
"jugs," crocks etc. are always on hand or made to order at this establishment. Fire and 
common brick are also supplied to customers in any quantity.55 

Farington’s tenure must have been brief, as this is the only mention of his name that could be found. 
The year 1876 also makes first mention of a second pottery, operated by son Edwin Mosier (the same 
who shot a horse while stalking a chicken) at a nearby location: 

The Fair .... The following are the premiums awarded ... Best brick, A. W. TrexelL Best 
stone ware, Ed. Mosier …56 

Early the following year the eIder Mosier again appeared in Circuit Court, though the newspaper did not 
provide any details regarding exactly what was being sold or why: 

Circuit Court Proceedings .... 
James Webster vs. Wm. D. Mosier. Motion for confirmation of sale. 

Atty. for Plff. Gabe Bouck. Order confirming sale signed. 57 

  



  
 

Last updated 11/11/2022 Copyright MadeFromClay.org. Do not reproduce without permission. Page 20 
Author: Mark Knipping & Henry Hecker 
 

J.H. Williams and Son Edwin Mosier Potteries 

The following month carried additional detail regarding Edwin Mosier' s new pottery: 

The Pottery has taken a new departure. The old works have been deserted and a new 
shop and kiln built about three-fourths of a mile south-west, near another bed of clay. 
Mr. Mosier has associated with himself in the business George Raymond and it is 
purposed [sic] to push the business with vigor. This Pottery has been in the habit of 
making good ware for a few years past, has an excellent potter in the person of Mr. 
Williams [the same who went on a spree in Wautoma], one who thoroughly understands 
the business and under the new management will no doubt do a thriving business.58 

Mr. Williams has rented Mosier's old pottery works, and purposes [sic] making a 
speciality [sic] of fine work, such as vases, flower pots, etc. Mr. Williams is an excellent 
workman, as he has proven, by his ware while in the employ of Mosier. There is 
considerable call for the ware he purposes [sic] manufacturing, and we have no doubt he 
will do well in his enterprise.59  

This is about the last we hear of the Mosier potteries, though potter Williams persisted for several years 
more. If he marked his ware in any way, none have turned up. Certainly, unmarked pieces resembling 
Mosier pottery might be his work. 

It appears that, like his father, Edwin Mosier manufactured brick as well as pottery at his new location: 

The County Fair ... 
Following are the principal premiums awarded... 

Class 11 Miscellaneous ... best 6 brick, Mosier & Raymond …60 

The ... small brickyard was on the southeast side of what was called Frank's Lake in later 
years [now Wilcox Lake]. It was owned by Edwin Mosier, who made his own mixer [a pug 
mill for purifing clay]. A description of the work involved in producing the bricks was 
written down by the late Arthur Deuel, from boyhood remembrances. "There was a long 
sweep or pole running [horizontally] from the center of the mixer to the outside of the 
mixer. Clay, sand and water was put in the mixer. A horse was harnessed to the outer 
end of the sweep. On the end of the sweep was a box in which Clyde Mosier (Edward 
[sic] Mosier' s son) rode to steer the horse. The molds held twelve bricks. The mixture 
was poured into the molds and was struck off to make the bricks smooth. Then a palette 
board was placed on top of the molds. Next the molds were tipped over and lifted off, 
and fired in the kiln to dry. Some was dried in the sun.61 

J. H. Williams, of the Pottery, has this week drawn a kiln of ware, consisting of Vases, 
Fruit Jars, and all the other articles of earthen ware usually desired. This ware is fully 
equal to Ohio ware, being hard, and well made. He will sell at prices to suit the times. 
Every piece warranted. Dry wood wanted in exchange of ware.62  

The year following potter Williams still carried on his trade at the former Mosier pottery location and 
appeared at the County Fair to demonstrate his craft and perhaps promote his business:  
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Mr. Williams, the potter, is making arrangements to exhibit the mysteries of his trade 
upon the fair ground during the fair. There are very few people who ever witnessed the 
manufacture of earthen ware and to get an opportunity to do so will be well worth 
attending the fair.63 

His enterprise was duly rewarded with a premium at the fair. It is interesting to note that while Mosier 
always referred to his product as 'stoneware', Williams described his production made from the same 
clays as 'earthenware'. This era also may account for the numerous unmarked examples of 'Mosier' 
pottery found in the Wautoma area: W. D. claimed to stamp all of his ware, and Edwin stenciled his 
crocks, but perhaps Williams did not. 

 

 

Figure 9 Three examples of “Mosier type” ware that is unmarked. Possibly J. H. Williams or Edwin Mosier. These could be from 
either pottery site but the fact that Billy Mosier promoted the fact that he stamped his wares suggests that larger unmarked 
pieces are more likely from the pottery built by Edwin. From private collections. 

The Fair ... 
The following are the premiums awarded ... 

earthen-ware and brick, Williams...64 

Potter Williams persisted at his craft until at least 1880, probably at the former Edwin Mosier pottery 
location. He is described as 38 years of age (born Wisconsin), wife Mary as 28, (Ohio) and children 
Robert (9), Rachel (7), John (5), Thomas (2) and Martha (2 months), all of whom were born in 
Wisconsin.65   

The largest surprise in the 1880 census, however, is that there were no adult Mosiers indicated in the 
Town of Dakota, only children of that name living with other families. In yet another odd twist, there is a 
handwritten volume in the Waushara County Courthouse of the 1880 census which disagrees in certain 
respects with the 'official' handwritten version contained in The Wisconsin Historical Society and 
available on microfilm. This source lists infant Martha 'Williams' as an "adopted daughter" but her birth 
name is not revealed. We also find young girl Francis Mosier (8) in the household of Julius Matz, and 
younger girl Correy Mosier (6) living in the home of J. W. Matheson.66 The 'official' census enumerates 
Francis "Moseier" (8) living in the Samuel Currier household listed as "Grand Daughter"; this probably is 
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the same girl listed with the Julius Matz family in the handwritten account in the courthouse. Also listed 
in the Currier household is widower son Lester (24) who may (or may not) have been the girl's father. 
Young Corey Mosier (6) is listed with match maker Anthony Trexall's family as "Adopted Daughter" in 
the 'official' census version.67  

It seems incongruous that after 25 years of steady coverage in The Waushara Argus, the adult Mosier 
clan simply vanished without a word. The brickyard at the pottery site continued in operation, and 
Wautoma continued to enjoy its entertainment from the local crazies: 

Quite a crowd gathered around Potts hotel on Saturday evening to listen to the ravings 
of the insane man who was kept in custody there.68 

Maybe it was something in the water.  

But on a more serious note, the recurring themes of alcohol abuse and erratic behavior might well be 
related to the thin, sandy soils and short growing season of Waushara, Adams, and Portage counties, 
and the economic struggles and emotional stress which this triggered among its largely agricultural 
population. This area once was the sandy bottom of glacial Lake Wisconsin, and still was a fresh land 
when Mosier arrived during early settlement. Only time and cultivation would prove how difficult it 
would be to wrest a living from the soil. Even today the area is better known for growing hay and 
Christmas trees than for bountiful crops of corn or soybeans, and its small barns and silos more closely 
resemble the landscape of the Lake Superior region far to the north than the large rural structures of 
Dane, Jefferson and Rock counties which are blessed with very fertile soils. One can only imagine the 
disappointment and frustration felt by W. D. Mosier as he struggled to exploit his discovery of a clay bed 
on the banks of White River only to succumb to regional poverty and resulting lack of a market for his 
pottery ware.  

One tantalizing hint to his later life has been found, though a middle initial may or may not point to a 
later phase of Mosier' s pottery business: 

In north-central Kansas the focus of production was Clyde in Cloud County. Truellis 
Stevens and Jacob Sohlinger, who bad been working in Missouri, built their own pottery 
here in 1869. After Stevens left the business four years later, Sohlinger remained active 
until 1882. His place was taken by W. B. [sic] Mosier, who lasted but a few years more. 
Both were done in by the cost of fuel for their coal-burning kilns and competition from 
larger, more efficient manufactories to the east.69 

If we follow up on the above spelling and assume for a moment that W. D. and W. B. Mosier are one and 
the same person, we find a William B. Mosier listed as a brick contractor at 1845 Arapahoe in Denver in 
1892 and a bricklayer at 614 28th Avenue in the same city in 1893. Mosier & Co. (W. B. Mosier and W. H. 
Morris) advertised as brick contractors at 30 S. 12th in Denver in 1894. And an 1899 Denver City 
Directory lists Oscar B. Mosier as a 'slipper' at Queen City Pottery Co., residence at 502 25th, and widow 
Mrs. W. B. Mosier at 135 S. 10th St. Were W. D. and W. B. the same person? Or might W. B. be a son 
who left the family unit prior to W. D. Mosier's arrival in Town Dakota, and therefore did not appear in 
any Wisconsin records? Could this be son William Byron, who may have used his middle name as a lad to 
avoid confusion with his father? Or is the family name just another 'odd' coincidence? 
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One Clyde Mosier (17, born 1883) is listed in the 1900 census as a Servant and Farm Laborer in the 
household of farmer Ross Man. Family tradition holds that Edwin D. Mosier went north to the 
Wisconsin/Upper Peninsula pinery where he died suddenly and was buried at Saxon, Wis. on Oct. 12, 
1897. His widow had to borrow $20 so she could take the train to Saxon to make funeral 
arrangements.70  

Today (2022) the site of the W. D. Mosier pottery is under the waters of the White River flowage, which 
inundated the location when a power dam was installed in 1924. The authors have been told that when 
the impoundment is drawn down for mill dam inspection and maintenance, that pot shards still may be 
found in the muck and a deep pit is revealed in the river bottom where clay was dug for the pottery and 
later brick works. The Waushara County Historical Society Museum in the courthouse features a modest 
Mosier exhibit which includes a pottery whimsy, a small brown coin bank with the following label taped 
thereto:  

This little penny bank ... was given to me and made by a little boy named Danny Jones 
who played with me when he visited my sister and [her] husband Mr. and Mrs. Calvin 
Parker who with Mr. Williams and Jones worked [at] the pottery at Wautoma during the 
year 1874 etc. I watched the men form several pieces of work. With the men's help 
Danny made this Bank for me and put his enitals [sic] on it "D. J.”71 

 

 

Figure 10 Penny bank made by Danny Jones in 1874 at the Potterville pottery. Courtesy of the Waushara County Historical 
Society. 

Edwin Mosier's pottery was located 3/4 of a mile south and west of William Mosier’s location, where 
today a cellar hole marks the former location of his residence, and four large footing boulders demark 
the pottery site. In 2006, a large number of pot shards were found adjacent buried in the soil, but this 
area was dug out and used for road fill by 2017. Earlier limited sampling revealed that the majority of 
shards were glazed in brown Albany slip, although a few were burned to a buff color with stenciled 
lettering "Edwin Mosier / Mfr. / Wautoma, Wis,". Several pieces displayed cobalt blue flowers and a 
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smooth, clear overglaze; one mass consisted of collapsed and fused shallow bowls. Mosier' s glaze more 
closely resembles alkaline-glazed stoneware made in North and South Carolina rather than the 'orange 
peel' surface appearance of salt-glazed stoneware manufactured in Milwaukee and Menasha. A quarter 
mile north of the pottery location near the shore of Wilcox Lake one finds several hillocks of wagon box 
size which contain broken and burnt brick covered in glaze material. The brick is crude, imperfectly 
molded, contains small stones and impurities, and probably is where Edwin Mosier's pottery kiln was 
dumped after the business closed.72  

 

 

Figure 11 Three crocks made at Edwin Mosier’s pottery dating to the late 1870’s. Note the one on the right which does not have 
ear handles. The first two are in private collections. The one on the right is Courtesy of the Waushara County Historical Society. 
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Figure 12 Sherds collected at the Edwin Mosier pottery site by Mark Knipping in 2006. Note the appearance of salt and Albany 
slip glazes, cobalt stenciling, floral decoration and numerals. By 2018, in a return visit by Henry Hecker and Mark Knipping, the 
site had been bulldozed and the waster dump removed. 
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Figure 13 1878 Town of Dakota Plat Map showing locations of the W. D. and Edwin Mosier potteries. 
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