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Hubertus Plain Pottery 
1865 - 18671   

 

CLAY POTTERY WAS MANUFACTURED IN OCONTO COUNTY 
WITHIN TWENTY YEARS AFTER THE FIRST 

PERMANENT SETTLERS ARRIVED 
 

In 1801 shortly after Napoleon had conquered nearly all of Europe and set up his brother Jerome as King 
of Germany there was born at Bedburg, Germany, a subject of that new government one Hubertus 
Wolfgang Plain whose father made clay pottery and operated an Inn. 

Hubertus grew to be six feet tall, a very eligible subject for the Emperor's army where he served the 
necessary three years. · He married Maria Elizabeth Corciliu who died at Herforst, Germany in 1848. 
Three children were born to them at Herforst: Peter on October 10, 1841; Mary in 1842; and ·William on 
April 22, 1846. 

As his sons approached military age Hubertus became much concerned about their future and the 
never-ending wars. America seemed to be the answer to all his problems, so he sold his holdings and in 
1855 spent nine weeks coming the Atlantic with his family in a sailing vessel. 

They settled in Buffalo for a time, and it was there that he was told about the excellent clay for making 
pottery on the banks of the Oconto River in Wisconsin. He purchased and paid for a tract of land, sight 
unseen, thru a land agent in Buffalo, from S. A. Coleman and Mary A. his wife at Oconto. Then he came 
west by rail, but the railroad was not yet built north of Oshkosh. Nor were horses available to continue 
the journey as the Civil War had taken all of them, so he bought oxen and a cart to make his slow way to 
Oconto, where he apparently landed on August 4, 1864, as that is the date of the deed to the new 
home, although it was not signed and recorded with the register of deeds until the following day. 

This land is located on the north bank of the river on both sides of the Old River Road two miles east of 
Stiles and less than a mile from what was an Indian Village at the confluence of Little River with the Main 
Oconto. It is still easy to find broken Indian arrow heads at this village site. He built a log home 
immediately in which he set up an Inn for the convenience of those who traveled the river road, Oconto 
County's Main Street at that time. He also conducted a general store on a small scale in connection with 
the Inn. 

The following Spring, he built his kiln and set up his potter's wheel to make crocks, jars, bowls and other 
household articles when he finished with a salt glaze.2 Exactly where he obtained his clay is not known, 
hut in later years a brick yard operated successfully across the river. The clay he used was not suitable 
for good pottery and after a few years he discontinued the project. 

Mrs. George Riley, nee Lucas, told Geneva Plain, wife of S. B. Sanderson, and granddaughter of H. W. 
Plain, that anyone who did not have a jar for flowers or apples on their table made by Mr. Plain was just 
"out of it." 
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Mrs. Levi Lane, nee Flatley used to reminisce about the days when Billie Plain traveled ab out the 
country driving a single ox hitched to a two-wheel earth loaded with pottery that he traded and sold 
where he could. 

 

Figure 1 Hubertus Plain - pioneer potter. 

Not a single item of this pottery, that can be identified as such, remains in existence to-day. 

When his son Peter was married, Hubertus built a frame house for him across the road from the original 
log home. He lived with his son Peter until his death on March 4, 1867. Some of his descendants are now 
in the fifth generation, and many of them live in Oconto County to-day. 

 
1 Article is from Would You Believe it by George E. Hall, Herald Publishing Company, 1951 
2 The clay dug from the banks of the Oconto River was marginal for pottery and not able to have a salt glaze. It was 
mostly likely glazed with a clear or colored lead d glaze. The clay weas much better suited for brick-making. 


