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William P. Murrey 
Town of Decatur, Green County 

1860-1880 
 

An almost invisible potter, who would never show up as a potter in this state but for a single example of 
his work in the collections of the Wisconsin Historical Society. He appeared as a farmer in the Town of 
Decatur in 1860, age 46, born in New York as was his wife Susan, age 41. They were quite prosperous for 
the times, with a farm valued at $4,000 and $600 in personal wealth. Eldest son "N. P.", 19, called 
himself a farmer as well, born in Michigan and attending school within the year, as were sons "W. H." 
(18) and Albert (15). Two daughters Lucinda (13) and Emilino (10) were born in Wisconsin and likewise 
attended school.1 

Murrey enlisted as a Private in Company E of the 13th Regiment of Wisconsin Vo1unteer Infantry on 
September 14, 1861. This was one of the oddest regiments of al1 52 sent off from this state during the 
Civil War in that they never ever participated in a single batt1e. Oh yes, there was a "short skirmish" 

while on garrison duty, and a ''brush'' with 
"the rebel Woodward, at Garretsville". They 
chased the famed rebe1leader Nathan 
Bedford Forrest but never caught up with him. 
They marched and marched and marched, 
crisscrossing Kansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Alabama, and Texas, busily guarding posts, 
forts, river crossings and railroads, bui1ding 
earthworks and b1ockhouses. Some marches 
were as brief as 60 miles, others 160 to 260 
miles (the latter in 19 days), subsisting no 
doubt on hardtack and sow belly. 

At one point the regiment came under 
command of Major General "Fighting Joe" 
Hooker, whose Virginia headquarters was 
described as a combination of "bar-room and 
brothel. " Because of parties and general lack 
of military discipline, his headquarters near 
the Murder Bay district of Washington 
attracted swarms of camp followers or 
prostitutes. (Hooker's last name came to be 
associated with ladies of the evening and 
remains so to this day.) For a while it looked 
as though the regiment might see action 
during Sherman’s March to the Sea, but 
instead they were sent to guard the 
Tennessee River (as if it was going to escape). 

Figure 1 The Murray Pottery was located a half mile north of 
Brodhead. A visit to the site revealed no signs of pottery fragments 
on the surface. From the 1873 Green County Atlas. 
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Their own regimental history well documented every pointless march and reassignment but was hard 
pressed to scrape up even a little bit of glory for posterity: 

Though the Thirteenth has not been called to take part on the field of battle, yet the 
duties which it has performed have been just as important, for it is to the faithfulness of 
its sentinels, that an army owes much that it achieves on the battlefield .... Ceaseless 
vigilance and stern fidelity characterized the operations of the regiment, and while others 
may pride themselves upon achievements in the field, this regiment may point with pride 
to its four years of service, as being one of the material elements in the success of the 
armies of the Union, whose communications and flanks it was called upon to protect.2 

The regiment enlisted 1,931 men all total, of whom 183 died, 3 went missing, 71 deserted, 6 transferred, 
321 were discharged and 797 were mustered out. This still leaves 550 men unaccounted for during four 
years of service. Wonder what their reunions were like.  

During the 1870 census Murrey 
gave bis age as 56, again listed 
bis occupation as farmer, and 
the farm's value doubled to 
$8,000 in land and buildings and 
$1,800 in personal assets. Wife 
Susan (50) still was keeping 
house. Their three farmer sons 
no longer lived in the household 
but daughters 'Leucinda' (23) 
and 'Emilino' (20) remained at 
home.3 

Ten years later farmer William 
'Murray' gave bis age as 63 and 
wife Susan H. (SO) still was 
keeping house. Daughters 
Lucinda and Emilino no longer 
lived at home and had been 
replaced by 15-year-old Rachel 
Sorge from the German state of 
Saxe Colberg, listed as a servant 
doing housework.4 Incidentally, 
Sorge is the German word for 
grief, worry, or sorrow. "What a 
way to go through life. 

So, there you have it - a Wisconsin potter who never was called one hut apparently left behind an 
unglazed jug to mark his passing - shades of the 13th Wisconsin Regiment. 

 

Figure 2 One gallon jug attributed to the Murray Pottery 
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