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John Klotz 
Kewaunee, Kewaunee Co. 

1860-1865? 
 

John Klotz is yet another immigrant potter who tried his luck at his old-world craft, only to find his skills 
obsolete in the land of opportunity. He was born in Bohemia, a border region between present-day 
Germany and the Czech Republic, in which some of the population spoke German while others spoke 
the Slavonic Czech language. He reportedly immigrated to this country in 1856 and by 1860 was married 
though it is not known whether he and his wife arrived already wed, or whether they met in Wisconsin. 
In 1860 he reported his age as 28, his occupation as a Potter with $100 in personal wealth, married to 
Anna, 30, also born in Bohemia. Eldest son Frank, age 4, was born in Wisconsin as was second son John, 
aged 2.1 The couple purchased Lot 10 in "Kewaunee City" for a tavern and store, paying $25 for the 
unimproved lot. 

In November of that same year "potmaker" Klotz "displayed" earthenware made of local day at the First 
Kewaunee County Fair held at the Steamboat House, at which he was awarded the munificent sum of 
$1.00 for "best earthenware".2 The pottery stood on Ellis Street, where it created a novel scene later 
described in an Algoma newspaper: 

A Mrs. Simon once told of working for Mr. Klotz. He used a horsepower to grind the clay 
[in a pug mill], but did not own a horse. He hitched a cow to the horsepower [to the mill's 
sweep] and Mrs. Simon' s task as a girl was to lead the cow around and around.3 

Two years later Klotz registered for the Civil War draft, again calling himself a “potter” by trade. There is 
no evidence that he was drafted or volunteered for military service. 

By 1870 Klotz called himself a “carpenter” with $600 in real estate, presumably the house, store, and 
pottery on Ellis Street. Sons Frank and John both attended school.4 

Klotz went on to hold local office and was elected Sheriff in 1872 on the Demo-Liberal ticket and was 
elected Trustee for the Village of Kewaunee in 1874. By 1880 Klotz was reported as working as a laborer 
living in the household of Wentzel Fiala, 40, another Bohemian laborer. In one of those enigmatic census 
entries Klotz reported being Fiala's Father-in-Law. Fiala was married to a woman named Mary, age 30, 
who was not reported in the potter' s household in 1860 or 1870.5 At about this time the family 
relocated to Alaska, Kewaunee County, about 6 miles north of their former home, and rather quickly 
moved once again to a farm in the Township of Sevastopol near Sturgeon Bay in Door County where 
they lived in rural semi-retirement. In 1892 a small miracle occurred: 

John Klotz sr., who has been so deaf for the past eight months that he could not hear the 
dock strike in all that time, suddenly recovered his hearing again one day last week. The 
old gentleman is also quite smart otherwise, being able to attend to his chores and other 
light jobs of that kind.6 

The following year a social column mentioned Mrs. Klotz, apparently in good health: 
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Miss Carry Altmeyer, of Ahnapee [now Algoma], is visiting with her grandmother, Mrs. 
John Klotz, sr. of this town [Sevastopol].7 

 

Figure 1  In 1873 the pottery was described as “Over the hill lived John Klotz the ‘Potmaker’ and there were a half a dozen little 
houses there.” It was west of town on Ellis Street.8 

A year later Mrs. Klotz suffered a serious injury from a farm animal: 

Mrs. John Klotz, sr., was knocked down by a ram [a male sheep] on Wednesday morning, 
and it is thought was pretty badly hurt, the bone of one leg having been fractured or the 
knee joint dislocated.9 

And one final word as the old potter/farmer from Bohemia slipped away: 

John Klotz, sr., died at his home in the northern part of this town [Sevastopol] on Friday 
night, and had he lived until January would have been 81 years of age. He had been a 
resident of America for the past thirty-nine years, and of Sevastopol since 1880 coming 
here from Alaska, Kewaunee County. Seven children were born to the family, of which 
five~ with their mother survive. The funeral took place from SS. Peter and Paul church on 
Sunday morning, and was largely attended by the neighbors and relatives, Fr. Kroll 
conducting the services.10 
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This is yet another example of a skilled European immigrant finding his traditional skills outmoded in his 
adopted homeland. Like many others he had to adapt to the new realities of his situation to support a 
large family with carpentry and small-scale farming. At one time, an example of his earthenware pottery 
was preserved in the Kewaunee Jailhouse Museum, but it has since been lost. 
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